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FOREWORD 

Like his brochure on the ' 'PRACTICE & PRECEPTS 
OF JESUS'' Dr. Kumarappa's on ''THE ECOl^OMY OF 
PERMANENCE" is a jail production. It Is not as 
easy to understand as the first. It needs careful 
reading twice or thrice if it is to be fully appre- 
.ciated. * When I took up the manuscript I was curious 
to know what It could contain. The opening chapter 
satisfied curiosity and leci me on to the end 
without fatigue and yet with profit. I'his doctor 
of our village "industries shows that only through 
then we shall arrive at the economy of permanence 
in the place of thAt of the* Meeting nature we see 
around us at present. He tackles the question-shall 
the body triumph over and stifle the soul or shall 
the Aatter triumph over an^i express itself through 
a perishable body which, with its few wants 
healthily satisYied, will be free to subserve the 
end of the imperishable soul ?' This is "Plain 
living and High thinking' ' . 


On the train to Bombay* 
20 - 8-1945 



PREFACE TO THE SECOND EDITION 


Iq this edition Part I remains much the same. 

Part II — Man in Gregation -has been added as a sepa- 
rate volume. This part deals with activities of roan as a 
Member of Society. Taken by itself this Part may be consi- 
dered a Plan for the Development of the country on the 
basis of non-violence It treats abput Planning, Agriculture, 
Village Industries, Exchange, Democracy and the State in 
relation to Eey Industries, Monopolies and Natural Resources. 
It indicates the services that the State .should render to the 

9 4 

citizens. 

t 

It is hoped that this addition will give a complete pic- 
ture of life in a communitjr working towards non-violence and 
peace. 


4 th January, 1948.') 
Maganvadi | 
Wardha, C. P. J 


J. C. Kumarappa 



PREFACE TO THE FIRST EDITION 


In a previous study 'WHY THE VILLAGE MOVE- 
MENT?” the conditions prevailing in India in comparison 
with the orders obtaining in leading western countries were 
considered. In this booklet, an attempt is made to present a 
positive outlook that will suit the genius of thp people of 
OMf land. . ^ 

Religion, as practised' today, is largely institutional 
and ritaalistic. It has lost its grip over the everyday actions 
of men. Hence 'there are many who have lost faith in it 
and regard it a superstition to be sh^inned. As tho natural 
consequence of excluding religion from life, economics has 
been divorced from*,nioral considerations on the plea of busi- 
ness being business. In the traditional arjchivea of knowledge, 
religion, sociology and * economic •have all been reserved 
their separate and exclusive spheres, ^an has been divided 
int(7 various watertight compartments. The left hand is not 
to know what the right does. Natur^^does not recognise such 
divisions. She deals with all life as a whole. Hence, in this 
little book an attempt is made to coordinate the various prin- 
ciples governing different departments, and to focus them all 
on the many problems of everyday life of man as an inte- 
gral undivided unit. 

• * • 

• • • 

• • i . 

• The object of tlfe present quest is to relate our spiri- 
tual and higher-self hack to life so that the daily rc*itine of 
mundane existence may be regulated in accordance with the 

m * • 

dictates of our better self, and to find a way of life that will 
lend purpose for existence and action to such as have nd 
use for the present day traditional religion because of its 
other worldliness from humdrum every day^ life. An effort 
is here made to bring all w;a]ks of life into alignment with 



the universal order. What men of religion term “ et 0 rna\ 
life ” or “ Union with the Godhead has been interpreted in 
relation to the everyday life of man in the title of this book 
as '^The Economy of Permanence’* 

The. approach may be novel, but if it sets others think- 
ing on the ways and means of achieving the end aimed at this 
venture would be anply justified. 

Part I of this book was written during my incarcera- 
tion in Jubbulpore Central Jail and before the Second part 
could be tackled I was set at liberty on grounds of health. 
As there is ai\ immediai^e need for constructive* workers with 
an approach from the point of view of non-violence, this 
first part is being published now and the second part will 
follow in due course „when completed. 

» 

I am thankful to Gandbiji for his criticisms and sugge- 
stions and his Foreword. 

I am indebted to Artist Madhav Satwalekar who has 
kindly provided pictorial representations to elucidate some 
passages. 


24 th August, 1945 
Maganvadi, Wardha, C. P. 


J. C Knmarappa 
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INTRODUCTORY 


What is perniaiieiit? What is transient? 

Apart from God there is nothing that can be said to 
be permanent. He is the only heine with neither beginning 
nor end. Human intellect being limited it is not possible ^or 
it to comprehend fully what is everlasting in the absolute 
sense. Such a conception refers to conditions beyond Time 
and Space. The laws of God, Truth and Love, are absolutes 
being unchangeable and permanent in the strictest sense of 
the term. 

Within Time and Space there is no such thing as 
absolute permanency. Everything begins somewhere and 
ceases to exist sometime. The interval that separates the 
two moments varies. In some cases it is short, and in others 
it is long. A flower blooms in the morning, by the e^^en- 
ing it is faded and gone. It . life is but a few hours. Tor- 
toises are reputed to live for centuries, while a unit of millions 
of years is required to compute the age of our universe. 
So in comparison with the flower, the tortoise is said to be 
long lived while the world is Permanent. It is all a matter 
of relative terms. 

Nature (when it is not a term convertible with God) 
is limited by Time and Space. It came into existence once 
in the remote past and will cease to be sometime in the future 
Human life rarely reaches even a hundred year^l while, 
the unit to reckon the life of Nature will run into astronomical 
figures. Hence the life of man is said to be Transient in 
comparison with that of Nature which is Permanent. It is 
in this relative '^ense that we speak of ^*An Economy of 


Permanence. ” 



SECTION- ONE 


NATURE 

CHAPrEB I 

NATURE 

There afe certain thinee found in Nature which appar- 
ently have* no life and do not grow or increase, and so get 
exhausted or con'^iwjied hy being used. The world possesses 
a certain stock or reservoir of such materials as coal, petro- 
leum, ores or minerals * like iron, •copper, ,gold etc. These 
beinu: available in fixed 'quantities, may-be said to be “transi- 
ent*’ while the current of overflowing water in a river or the 
constantly growing timber of i foiest maV" be considered 
“permanent” as their stock \s% inexhaustible in the service of 

man when only the flow or increase is taken advantage of. 

• . 

In animate life, the secret of nature's permanency lies 
In the ''.vole of life bv which the various factors function in 
clorie co»opt*ration to* mftintain the continuity of life. A grain 
of wheat falls from rtie parent plant It gets buried in ^he 
earth, sends out roots into the soil and through them, absorbs 
nutritive elements with' the aid of moisture aiid thq^heat of 
the sun. It sprqjuts up in^o a plant by this process. The 
plant shoots out leaves which help to gather nourishment 
from the air anA light, as •the roots do from the soil. When 
Borne of thes^ leaves “ die “ they fall to the ground and -are 
split up or decomposed into the various elements which the 
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NATURE 


parent plant had absorbed from the soil, air, and light. This is 
again used to nourish the next generation of plants. The bees 
etc. while gathering the nectar and pollen from these plants for 
their own good, fertilize the fh-wers and the grains, that are 
formed in consequence, again become the source of life of the 
next generation of plants. When ready, this seed falls to 
the ground and comes to life with the help of the soil that has 
already been enriched by fallen leaves of the previous genefa- 
tion of plants. Thus a fresh cycle of life begins once again. 

(t 

In this manner, life in nature goes on, and as long as there 
is no break in this cycle, the work in nature continues 
endlessly, making nature permanent. 



CHAPTER n 


WORK AND WAGES IN iIaTURE 

, “ Work ” in nature consists in the effort put forth by 

the various factors-insentient and se^tient-which co-operate to 
<i«^p]eto this cycle of life. If this cycle is broken, at any 
stage, at any time, consciously oi'unconsciohsly, violence results 
as a consequence*of such a break. When violence intervenes 
in this<wti,y, growth or progress is stopped, ending finally in 
destruction and* waste. Nature is unforgiving and ruthless. 
Therefore, self-interest and self-presernation demand complete 
non-violenSe, co-operation and submission to the ways of 
nature if we are maitain permanency by non-interference 

, 'with and by not short-circuiting the cycle of life. 

^ * . • 

• 

Even sentient creh^tures have to fall in line and function 
preperly in their own sphere if they ate to exist. An earth- 
>wrnj by its movements in the eelrth, loosens the soil allowing it 
to absorb air and water. When it feeJs on the earth containing 
vegetable matter, it thoroughly mixes the various constituent 
’‘parts in its stomach and throws oiit a 3vell prepared and 
fertilized soil — worm casts— from which plants can draw 
their own nutriment easily. Here iB a- sample of the form of 
vital co^opdration existing between soil, plant and animal life 
similar to the one where bees and butterflies fertilize 'the 
flowers of plants. . 

When wo u>e chomical fertilizers in tho place of orj'anic manurojf for a time 
we may obtain bother crops, but constant application of these destroys the 
earthworms as they cannot food on chemicals. With tho disappearance, of 
earthworms tho soil becomes heavy and ultimately Idses its fertility. Nature's 
cycle bein^ biokeu by discarding farmyard manure and vegetable composts 
the Economy of Permanence yiolds place to tho ihan-made Economy of 
TranBience. 
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In return for such services or “ work ” done, the worker 
unit gets its feed. In this way nature pays its wages 
honestly in the form, of food and nourUhment in return for 
every benefit received hy her in obtaining co-operation and 
bringing about co-ordination of the manifold factors — inanimate 
and animate — in air, land and water. 

The life in lihe vegetable kingdom is immobile. The 
seeds can only fall directly below, near the parent plant or 
tree. If all seeds fall and germinate around the parent plant 
it will create a suffocating congestion. It is necessary to broad* 
cast the seed further afield. To do this, nature commandeers 
the services cf hire's, animals etc. Here the mobile creature 
performs a special function. A bird may eat the fruit of a 
plant and pass out the seed, perhaps miles away. It does this 
co*ordinating work as a part of its own existence and not as 
an obligation to anybody. It eats to satisfy its own hunger. 
While performing its own primary function it fulfils its role 
in the cycle of life. 

In this manner, nature enlists and ensures the co-opera* 
tion of all its units, each working for itselt and in the process 
helping other units to get along their own way too-the mobile 
helping the immobile, a^d the sentient the insentient,. Thus 
All nature is dovetailed together in a common cause. Nothing 
exists for itself. When this works opt harmoniously and 
violence does not break the chain, we have an economy of 
permanence. 








CHAPTER ni 


TYPES OF ECONOMIES IN^ NATURE 

This complete non-violent co-operaiion between the vari- 
ous units is not always present in all forip<« of life. Some 
units, instead of passing through th^ifferent stai^es in nature 

^mwing their sustenance from the elements and insentient 

• • 

creatures, short-circuit the lonj< process by preying on their 
feliovv creatures. * Here too, violence interposes with its accoin- 

paniment of destruction. 

« 

1. Pai%sitiG Economy; Some giants live on others and 
become peirasites. Often the ho.st trje, or^plant? dies in conse- 
quence of aft the r^Mirishment drawn by its roots not reaching 
its various parts, as it is robbed on the way by the paraMtic 
growth. Tins also leads to violence anti death. Among the 
animal^, the sheep eats grass and (innks water and exi^ts 
n«n-violeutly, while the 1;iger short-circuits the process of 
rihliinre by leeding on the sheept di inking its blood, introducing 
violence and basing its whc le existence on it. Here violence 

becomes an essential part of the life of the tiger. 

* • 

2* Predatory Economy: Whi^ a unit in nature benefits 
itself without conferring a correspoMing advantage to another 
unit it is‘Bg.id to be 4 )re{latory. A monkey comes into a maiiKo 
grove, to the e:tistei:^ce of which it baa not contributed , any- 
thing by either digging, planting or watering, but enjoys the 
fruits on the. trees. It acts in self-interest but Vithout a 
contribution. This* form of economy may be Idks violent 
than the previoilk) one, but nevertheless, it is destructive. 

e 

3 Economy of Erfterprise; Some* creatures take what 
they need while performing some distinct service to the* unit 
from which they derive their benefit, and while thus contributing 
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to the product, they take something that is of their own effort and 
making. In the case of the honey bees, they fertilize the flowers 
from which they gathtr the nectar and pollen, and convert the 
nectar into honey, and store these products in combs built by 
themselves with wax produced out of their secretion. I hes/* 
creatures are noc parasitic ^as they help the unit from which they 
draw benefit instead of killing it. They ate also not predatoi-y 
as they contribute theW own share and effort in the obtaining of 
the product. They benefit by their own enterprise-instinctive 
though it may be. They are active constructive units. 

4 . Economy of Gregation: Incidentally, it may he 
observed, that the honey bees do not work for their own respect- 
ive individual gains but for the common benefit of the whole 
colony. Here is an extension from selWnterest to group-, 
interest, and from acting on the immediate urge of present 
needs to planning for future requirements. 

5. Economy of Service: The highest form of economy ^ 
in nature is the economy of se^vice. This is best seen in the 
relation between the young one and the parent. The mother 
bird will scour the jungle to feed its young one and risk its life 
in defending the young from its enemies. It functions neither 
for its present need nor fo’its personal future requirement, 
but projects its activities mto the next generation, or genera 
tions to come, without looking for any reward, because of 
its niother love, it contributes disinterestedly, without csire 
to benefit , personally. This comes nearest to what may bq 
called a »\on-violont economy of peripanence. 

These pure forms are set out in this chapter in the 
i nm as i og order of permanence end non-violence. 

Out of these five simple forms of economies many more 
complex types can .be obtained by permutations and combi- 
nations. ■■■ — 







SECTION TWO 



MAN AND FREEWILL 

For the*purpose of our study we^eed not go fui^her into 
the econoriiies of lifegpverning other orders in nature but confine 
ourselves to the li^ of the one creature in the animal king- 
dom-Man-who has the ability either to make or mar the orderly 
functioning of Nature. * Though such interference as it may 
‘suffer from him may bh but transient, as Nature is mighty 
enough to hold its own against man and ultimately have its 
6tfrn ,Way, yet, from time' to •time, he does upset its even 
working and cauS6 a jar' or jolt, like the present global war. 
■By a closer study,*' we may be able to find ways and means 
'of co-operating more satisfactorily vAth the order of the day 
fn nature and thus be able to .^vpid needless violence and 
contribute to greater happiness \>y consciously workii^ 
towards; if* not attalniilg, an Economy of Permanence. 

* • . 

All other animals conform, more or less rigidjy, to the 
laws of Naturd. They do not have much latitude fo^the exer- 
cise of their own ^ freewill They work under the dictates 
of their instinct which tells them the way of Nature. Their 
path through life is like Aat of a railw&y train. The rails, 
like their infitinct, guide the direotipn and course o| the trains. 
'Without any further stewing, if nothing ‘untoward hafipens. 
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KB long a« the train is kept in motion, it ia sure to reach ite 
destination travelling by night or day, through open country 
or forests, over hill or dale. 


As soon as a chicken bursts its way out of the eggshell, 
it runs about in search' of food and picks up grains that » re 
go >d for its nourishment^ When fed, it rests under the win a 
of the mothAjrh'-* .r;-t;.;.j,4he needed warmth. It is naturarl;; 
aware of app^-'oaching danger dhd runs to shelter instantly. It 
never overf'ats because the food may be pUatable. nor goes 
in pnrsnivof pleasure to gratify its senses. All such lite is 
controIle| by instinct anl not conscious volition 


that liva close to nature Beldom. get ill and» 
even if they do suffer frotn digestive disiurbai\ces occasionally, 
they eat certain herbs by instinct which tjt them right either 
by vomitting or purging. 


The main trouble with man ar!.4es out of the fact that 
he is endowed with a Freewill** anl possesses a wide 
for it-* play. By exercising? this gift in the proper way he f dTi 
consciously bring about k much greater co-operation anl co-or 
dination of nature's units than anv other liviiv? be.ng. Convers * lyj 
by using it wiongly he oan create quito a didturbaiice m the^- 
economy of nature anl M the end destroy himself. 

Instinct was compared to a railroad which unerringly 
guides the coaches on ♦he track, and does not allow them to 
stray from the path or cour.>e laid oUi* for them. C).i the 
other hand, the gift of “Freewill** allows fur freedom of 
iuovemen((. But. all movements are, not with impunity. Ik 
is like being on a bicycle. Theoretically the rider is free to 
go where he pleases. The steering gear — the handle b«r— is 
fully under his control. Nevertheless, his movements are restric- 
ted V the limitations of the machine and the dictates of prudence. 
He cannot fly into the air, nor flqat over water. Even on 
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land, he cannot go everywhere He has to restrict himself 
to the beaten path or road. If he tries to go across ploughed 
fields he may be tossed over the bars,by the front wheel 
sticking in the rut or mud. If he triys lo go over thorny 
wfjeds etc., the tyros will be punctured. Hence, this theore- 
tical freedom has its limitations andta wise rider will keep 
‘wiQtM bounds. This conscious nffo"! I o V e inent 

-wftqmves discipline and knowledge, without which \hc machine, 
whiM was intendSd to help him, would be the^t^ans of 
bringing distress. A rider, who uses the known ^|»ad and 
travels by light of day, can attain a speed several ^les that 
of which he is capable on foot. 

In the same yay, man can accomplish much more 
than the instinct-driven animals if he disciplines hinise !f to 
the use of his “freewill’* to the proper sphere and does not 

let his fancy run away with his desires and senses. He can 

• • 

be ^ conscious agent of his own fate, moving either to suc- 
cess cw to destruction by following the light of day within 
him-his native intelligence combined with the spark of the 
divine. If he does hot do so, like the rider of the bicycle 
^ho rushes in the dark or ventures over rough country, he will 
come to grief and will have to payjthe penalty foi^ sinning 
against hi^ conscience and against imturc. Nature is faith^ 
ful *and Submissive to •taose who respect her; but to those, 
"Wtiro^^ their own “frtfewiU” choose to ignore her requirements, 
she is sterner than justice and visits such trausgresrora with 
unrelenting punishment^ of violence^ and death as reward 
for their sins. Instances of these w^e shall notice in thenevt 
chapter. * 



CHAPTER V 


USE AND MISUSE OF FREEWILL 

The life of man today is so complex that it is not 
possible, within the range of this book, to take notice of all 
the activitie»*-resultijjg./r<v^ the exercise of his freewill., All 
that we can )ittempt is a limited consideration of a few out- 
standing tyi^es, directly arising out of such primary need^; as 
hunger, thirst etc., leaving it to the reader to explore, 'other 
instances ’ coming within his ken, and to judge for himself 
what is proper use of freewill called for, and to what result 
its Improper ftse leads on each of those occasions 

Hunger: Let us take the highly urgent call— 'the most 
elemental instinct of hunger. The physical body of an animal 
is like a machine: It requires fuel tct supply the neccessary 
energy to run it, needs repairs and renewals to replace wqar 
and tear and to maintain it in working condition, and oil 
lubricate its various moving parts to lessen friction. These 
needs are indicated by the feeling of hunger. The sense of 
smell and taste direct ths animal to the things that will satiety 
the need and keep the b^dy in sound working order. 

Generally, all animals that lead a natural life follow 
their instincts. They eat to live and are h^^althy M!’^n too 
can do likewise. But, unfortunately for him, in many cases 
man uses his freewill, not to appease his hunge- but to pander 
to his palate with overcooked and highly spiced savoury 
dishes. The enjoyment of taste frequently makes him eat 
more than is neccefisary He lives to eat. ^This misuse of 
freewill to gratify his tonguo is often the cause of most of 
the ailments modern man is heir lo. Overeating, not only 
‘o^xes the digestive system and causes irregularities, but, even 
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nutritive food in excess of normal needs, becomes injurious 
and even poisonous to the system and gives rise to all kinds 
of disease resulting in much pain and probably in premature 
death. 


Thirst: When food ‘is digested, it is absorbed in 
jli^ui^ form. The nutritive elemen t^ ^ ^re c arr^ d^by the blood 
stream to the regions where they are needed efxJ the waste 
ffd^ the body tissues etc., is also transported Njy it to the 
Irmas', .where the waste matter is eliminated by \eing burnt 
up with the oxygen of the air we breathe in. In tiSe process, 
a good deal ef the water of the blood evaporate9*^nd goes 
out of the^ system as moisture in pur bseathiflg, and\alsg/'as 
perspiration* thrbugh the action of the skin, which last helps 
to regulate the temperature of the body. This drying up of 
the l)lood is signalled by the feeling of thirst, to quench which 
- a copious in-take of puce, clean water is vita^o life, not only 
a» a means of transporting nourishment to the different parts 
o^the body, but also as a cleaning agent of blood, to wash 
out the impurities in it through the ][^assing out of urine and 
to air-condition thew system with the aid of the skin. 

By the wrong use of will, m^ displaces this natural 
function by allaying his thirst withijntoxicating liquors which 
introduce* various peisqns into the system. These deaden tbib 
j]£Q^s machaAism^ and retard mental powers and finally 
become an impediment to sound health. This habit often 
brings dishonour to the individual and spells ruin to th'e family. 
Alcoholism is the root 'cause of rnsmy evils and vfces found 
in. modem society. 

Smell : Similarly, tfie sense of smell, which directs the 
animal to its food, is put to wrong use bv inhaling .tobhcco 
or taking snuff which, though for the moment may seem - 
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soothe and stimulate, have harmful after-effects on the heart 
and brain. 

Pex : Perhaps the strongest of all urges to activity in 
animal life arises out of the natural mating instinct to ensure 
reproduction and continuity of the species. Most birds and 
some auim^ top, nr>t-r>p.1v centre their colourful, emotional 
life round tb)ls instinct, but 'also pair off and live in harmony 
to put fortlf a joint effort to rear their young ones. In* all 
cases the -^ale and female come together in nature, •at otsHain 
seasons f^ly, for the sole purpose of reproditctiou. 

f • r 

'* -^7 th^' exercise of<his will, man has fallen helow brute 

beasts by putting his physical sex equipment in the service 
of sensual pleasure, without any intent or desire for progenyi 
Children, instead of &eing. the only purpose of sexual inter- 
course, have now become a by-produbt and in many cases, 
merely unwanted accidents, of such relations. Nature wreaks 
her vengeance for this departure from her ordinances by 
visiting the sinners with such dire diseases as syphilis, 
gonorrhoea etc. Not content with punishing the actual 
offenders. Nature pursu^ even the innocent progeny of such" 
transgressors from its pa^. 

Imagination : Among all animals,, the faculty to project 
thought into unseen spheres, through tho capacity toimagdie 
and to produce art would appear to be peculiar to man. 
Instead of. exercising this, faculty in jihe ^natural way, man 
calls in the aid* of stimulants and narcotics like opium, 
morphia, bhanig etc, to cause artificial exhilaration for a time. 
This drug habit, also like alcoholisUi, renders the votary unfit 
for anj^ work' and finally brings ruin to the victim and his 
^^ehdents. 
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The Creative Faculty; Man comes nearest to his God, 
the creator, when he utilizes his brain power to marshal 
mechanical forces to serve his purpo8e|. To do so in a way 
that will bring blessing and not destriystion, he has to follow 
closely nature’s way to get the best out of it. We cannot 
get the co-operation of nature purely on our own terms. 
'Agy* attempt to do so will bring v^V8ift'a*tStrui5li(^V<n its wake. 

/ • • V 

f ' The naturaj heat radiated from the sun evaporates 
sea^wate]^. Leaving behind the salt, the fresh w^'er vapour 
rises high up \^ith the energy absorbed from the suX forming 
clouds and condenses into rain in the cold atmosphfSTe above. 
The rain ^^'ter falling on the hills jjas much p8teii^ia\ energy 
in it because of its altitude, as the force of gravity of the 
f earth will draw it ^own and the land* level will direct it back 
to the sea finally. Wliile it is still on the way to the sea as 
a river, man can, by Jiis intelligence directed by his will, 
demise means of harnessing its energji to do much work for 
higi. Early on its course, he cap build a dam across the river 
and store up its potential energy and utilize it as, when and 
where he needs it,^by using simple watermills to grind flour 
^efc., on the spot as they do on the hiJly tracts in our country, 
or by using giant mills convert the en4rgy of the flow of water 
into electricity which can be taken by^cables to places hundreds 
of^mileq away for iighthig cities, towns and villages on ttfe 
,ggg£g»md fot su^plyi^^g power to work water-pumps, electric 
motors etc. After all this, he can still use the outflow water 
directed through canals, using these as highways^ for boats 
etc,, and to irrigate* his* cultivated fillds. In this way he can 
intercept the current and water of the river to bring wealth 
and happiness to hundred^ without violence to nature. 

^ This is a commendable use of his freewill s®4o cfi^dition 
his circumstances as to invite nature to co-operate with*^iflj. 
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to work out her purposes on her own lines. She then blesses 
him with fuller and richer life. 

On the other hand, man often uses his will to interrupt 
nature’s working, Bje strays from her paths for his own 
enjoyment without giving any consideration to her laws. For 
instance, he may use ma chines to polish rice and wheat^to 
make thesS^ producte look Pv^fly white to gratify his ill-c^n'cei- 
ved and mi^^direoted aesthetic sense. In doing this, he uusctF 
the balance of harmony in nature which has carefulljr prp*^ 'ided 
in a gTi^m of cereal, the germ to afford nourishment and 
a coatidj of bran to aid digestion. Both tjiese essentials 
ai;e lost in the prq.cess of polishing. Nature punishes those 

. , "■< f I' 

who stray from her ways by eatmg polished grains, by inflicting 
them with beri beri disease which causes much pain and 
death. 

» 

Similarly, nature blesses us with wholesome fresh fruits 
like apples, dates, grapes etc. Instead of eating these as they 
are, man extracts the juice and ferments it into cider, toddy, 
wine etc., to exhilarate'’ him artificially. Here again, as we 
have already noticed, nature deals heavily with those who 
try to play pranks wit]|' her in this way. 

It is in pursuit of ‘pleasure ,and not in the fulfilment of 
nature, that man uses his creative faculties in the manufacture 

■* V ♦ 

of contraceptives to defeat her provisioh for the ' preservation 
of the species. She comes down on him relentlessly, for 

excess ih this line ultimately leads not only .to the loss of 

^ • 

the reproductive faculty -but also to' nervous disorders and 

derangement of mind. 

•» 

It is needless to multiply instances of buch malpractices 
and deviailsns from nature. Modem life is replete with them. 
.Mail, with his imdoubtsd ability 'and enterprise, is rushing 
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headlong in pursuit of personal pleasure and momentary and 
fleeting happiness, approaching, at an alarming speed, the 
precipice which will be his end. In so as all such misuses 
of his freewill lead to destruction, enjoy a life that is 
transient. It is contrary to the entem4l purposes of nature 
^ and ultimately brings violence to thte permiinent order of 
t'hiag^. 

The noblest faculty man possesses in exoelsis is his 

capacity for love and to express it in the form *of selfless 

• ■* 

service to his fellows. We see just a glimpse of it in the 
mother love o{ nature. In thus serving his fellow bluings, he 
functions in the highest aspect of hi^lite ajid brlhgs the divine 
spark to earth. -He dedicates his surplus energy and trans- 
yforms it into the wbll-being and happiness of those in need 
9 f su^h help and services. 

By the misuse ofVill even this faculty is diverted from 
th^ permanent blessed way of love into one of selfishness 
and greed, being transformed int% love of material possessions. 
His surplus energy is stored up for selfish considerations as 
a(;cumulated wealtH. This will be detrimental to the owner 
Vhen he gives himself up t(? enjoyment and luxurious living; 
and such riches, when bequeathed, often are the causes of 
conflict between brothers^ and not inftrequently are the instru- 
ments oT sending his Kiescendents to ruin. 
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STAGES OF HUMAN DEVELOPMENT— INDIVIDUALS 

We have consid\'Ted in an earlier chapter the various 
types of economies thai are found among sentient creaturel?, 
both in the vegetable and animal kingdoms. In this chapter, 
we shall dpifly those tests\a]hd considerations with specVal 
reference to Inan and see how and where he fits in. 
f 

As all other creatures are committed to a set form of 
life by the guidance of instinct, they cannot rise from one 
form of econopiy to another by their own efforts. Their mode 
of life, frohi birth to dea,th, falls within a fixed 4 )attern. A 
member of the parasitic^ group remains a <parasite all its life. 
It cannot help itself. A leopard can no more change its nature 

4 

than its spots. It perforce has to prey on other creatures or 
die. It is not responsible for the mode of life it leads. It i." 

O'* 1^ 

impossible for it to advance into either the Economy of 
Enterprise or that of Gregation. 

As we have already noticed, man y& distinguished by 
the gift of freewill, and, p how by the exercise of it, he can 
change his environment and circumstances with the help of 
the intelligence he is endowed with. Herein lies the difference 

between man and the other orders. 

( 

A dacoit or robber, who belongs to the parasitic economy 
may, by changing his mode of life, become less violent and 
set himsell up as an abebntee landlolrd Who gets his rent 
without any personal contribution or labour,' thus rising into 
the next higher Economy of Prodation. 

* Or/'4»tfe may ^decide to make an honest living as an 
i^r^oulturist or as an arti'^an, puttins* forth his own effort and 
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making a livelihood by the sweat of his brow. He would 
then have climbed into the third type—the Economy of 
Enterprise. 

^ He may become a responsible member of a Hindu joint 
family, working for the dependent mt^bers and sharing the 
'‘■incme he enjoys with all the members. He ^^uld have 
then reached the Economy of Ghregation. * 

By developing a deep love for his fellowmen, he may 
be transformed into a national worker, spending bis best efforts 
in a noble cause, leading a simple and firugal life. He would 
now attain a .position in the highest 7yp^— the* Economy of 

Service • • 

« 

All this is within the range of possibility provided the 
* 0 
-needed self-control and* discipline ds forthcoming, and the 

individual submits himsedf to the law of his being and steers 

his will power so as to attain that whibh is highest. 

It will be convenient to summarize here the peculiar 
characteristics of tbp various economies as they may apply 
tg tnan. 

Parasitic Economy:. Leading typo — a robber who murders 
• ,a child for its ornaments 

Selfishness iputivated by greed. 

Z, Intention : benefiting himpelf regardless of any 
injury* his actions may cause to others, t 

n • • 

3. Harminfi^ if not destroyingi the source of benefit. 

4, Emphasis wholly on one’s own rights. * 

• 5. Absence' of recognition of one’s duties. 

6. Absence of altruistic values. 

7. Productive of violence, 
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Stages of Human Development (ContdJ—Qroups or Nations 

Just as an indi\ridual can pass from one type of eco- 
nomy into another, so ilso a group of individuals, or even 
the human race as a wnole, can advance collectively from 
one type of economy to' another, emphasizing in its collect* \re 
life the peculiar characteristics of the economy to which it 
belongs. Therefore, it is possible to determine what stage of 
human development a certain group or nation has attained 
by examining the traits that its collective life and its relation- 
ship to other groups or ^nations discloses. 

For the puposes .of our analysis me may divide the 
devious route civilization has followed into three stages-r-the 
primitive or the animal ittage, the modern or the human 
stage, and the advanced or spiritual stage. With refe- 
rence to five types of economies we previouslv considered,' it 
may be taken generally that the first two types of economies, 
oiz, the “Parasitic” and the “Predatory" characterize the 
primitive or animal stage of civilization, fhe next two, viz. 
that of “Enterprise” ant!^ “Gregation” indicate the modem or 
human stage and the last, viz. that of “Service" the advanced 
o.” the spiritual stage, The first is definitely transient and 
violent, the second also is transient with a l^'.rge .element of 
violence, although also with a growing desire for permanency 
and non-violence, erhile the last makes for peace, permanence 
and non-t iolence. 

The Primitive or the' Animal Sta^: Those in this 
group may be parasitic in their relc^tions to other groups or 
naticfns. parasite does not consider the rights of others or 
ho^ it comes by what it needs, o^ what results follow from 




Giving water to a thirsty way~farer without' expecting a reist^d 







stages of human DEVELOPMENT-(Co/i«d) 


23 


its actions. Amongst animals, a tiger does not sit down and 
weigh the emotions of the lamb it is about to pounce upon. 
It is only intent on appeasing its own hunger for the moment* 
Similarly, the hunter or fisher, withouty^ny pangs of consci- 
ence, kills his game or catch to satisfi his immediate need. 
In the same manner, any national eomomy, that depends for 
its J-«istence on the injury or ruin of 4.nother group, is para- 
sitic in its very nature * • 

In 3££ient days, the Greek and Roman Empit* s, which 
owed their grajideur^o the tributes of other peoples and 
were based oi^ a sysifem of slavery, were Parasitic 


At tRp present* timeV^rfi^ national organizations that 
depend upon colonirjl production or on exploited labour are 
Parasitic. The British Opium Trade witji China, the British 
Slave Traffic with the^ Southern ^States of America, King 
Leopold’s exploitation of thp West African Estates, and ih? 
dependence of British manufacturers on Indian markets are 
parasiiic in that they spell ruin to thpir victims. 


^ There are others who are like the monkey, which 
tSiijoys the fruits to produce which itthas done nothing. But 
still, it does not injure^the tree that yields the fruit but leaves 
it luiharn^pd so that it may ^produce fifome more. The monkejr 
is preda^ry> ^ ’ 

In ancient histrj^, there were men like Nad/jjp,^, Shah, 
who' plundered ^templed and carried away surplus idle wealth 
but did not affect 1;he wealth producing capacity of the 
citizens. ^Their raids were predatory. 

Moder^ financiers of New York, who hold the South 
American republics in tribute, are of this tvps. ^a^uolt^rs 
of present day joint s^ock 'companies, who draw their di>i- 



20 


ECONOMY OF PERMANENCE 


nomies. In our own land, the ancient Vomnshram Dhartnn 
was based on a recognition of thede types. The Siufras, who 
are happy to serve as long as their animal needs are met 
and are assured of an even course of life, comprise the first 
two types. The adveiturous Vaiahyaa are of the Economy 
of Enterprise. The Paf'iotic Kahatriifoa, whose one absorhiag 
care is the welfare of tne State, constituted the Economy of 
Gregation. Those, who were to render selfless service to Ihe^ 
community and hold high the ideals of the people with no 
material heneflt to themselves, were the pro^ertyless Brahmins 
forming the highest group. , 

Modern caste, system has fallen ^ar awSy from these 
original ideals to sdch • an^x j^^ that 4 difficult indeed to 
identify the original qualities of the groups designated now 
by the same old name or title. A so called Brahmin of 
to-day may be a Judge of the High Court or a member of 
the I. 0. S. cadre working for the princely salary he is paid. 
However conscientious or efficient he may be, such a person, 
in BO far as he receives material benefit with a permanency 
of tenure of office with no risks, is by function definitely 
a Sudra of the old category. If he is an industrial magnate 
he is -a Vaishya. A selfless political leader, possessed by the 
ideal of freedom for his people, like Lokmanya Tilak, regard* 
Ifss of cost, is a Eshatifya par excMence^^ One, who pursues 
an ideal ardently regardless of consequenvetr^r xesults, em- 
phasizing the purity of the means used: rather than ijtSeiy 
.the attainment of (he end, like QandLiji, may be termed 
a real Brahmin. 

© 

1 . 1 . 

Possibly, to meet the-, conditions then prevailing, the 
framers of the Vamashram Dharma made it hereditary, thus 
rendjsiingjt rigid. The exercise of the froewill of the individual 
in the choice of a profession or calling was strictly limited 
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and curbed by the accident of his birth. Hence it is that it 
has become a total misfit in the modem world with its fluidity 
of employment and occupations, mobility of labour force, 
rapidity of communications, facilities for acquiring skill and 
technique of work and universality of /education. Whatever 
conditions may exist.- the functional gwuping will always hold. 
Every encouragement needs to be gi^n to thosq, of a lower 
orSra who endeavour to rise to^ a higher stage. 

The types ye have considered are not always as dis- 
tinct as twanld appear from our treatment of them. Even 
the self-same ^ndiviSual may, at various times, function 
differently ac(t)rdini^o the nature oif J;he. motive that impels 
him to act* at the moment X. Tpig ^nwal* classification will 
depend upon the bi^lance of his actions and the goal of life 
which determines his philosophy and outlook. 
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Chief Test : Destruction of source of benefit. 

Predatory Economy : Leading type — a pickpockef who robs 
'^his victim without making him aware 
<'f his loss 

tv 

1- Selfishness m^ivated by desires 

2. Intent on his own benefit and attempts to attain*''it, 

if possible, without much harm to his victim. 

( 

3. Emphasis wholly on rights, 

4. Little or no recognition of one’s duties. 

5. Absence of altruistic values. 

6. Productive •Tof 

Chidf Test : Benefit without contribution. <-. 

Economy of Enterprise: Leading type— -an agriculturist 

ploughs the land, manures and irri- 
gates it, sows selected seeds, watches 
over the crop and then reaps end 
enjoys his harvest. 

1. Motivated by enlightened self interest and ambition. 

2. His sense of self-respect demands his contributing 
his personal labour, thought and effort, taking only 
the benefit so occasioned. 

3. Venturesomeness and a wiUingt^rb^Jwf take risks.. 
4 A desire to benefit co-worker t, and others tJS" If 

, possible. 1? 

5. (An attempt at a balance of rights of all. 
fi. An increasing recognition of dutiei; to others. 

7. Based on a 'sense of justice and fairplay. 

8. May occasion violence: 

li 

Chief f/H 3 tT -Benefit..and contribution correlated, with a readiness 
to take risk. 
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Economy of Gregation : Leading type-a member of joint 

family working for the good of the 
family as a whole. A. village pun- 
ch ay at or a iCo-operative Society 
working for md group it represents- 


1. Motivated not 


CF- - ar - 

by individuaTself-intereat but by 
its of the grcnp. * 


common interests of the grcnp. * 

2. Submission to the wilf of group* leading perhaps to 
even self-abuegation and sacrifice of personal inte- 


3. Em^hdsis ^ the duties to the group. 

4. One’s cog^nbutioni being i^arded mere important 
tfian one’s share oMdrifSati 

5. Based on Altruistic values. *. 

*6. May lead to yiolence to those • outside the group. 

Chief Test : Benefit to fhe group rather than to individual 
* member. ' 

Econolny of Service : Leading type — jt relief worker. 

1. Motivated*by the good of others even if the work be 
seemingly detrimental to self-interest. 

*2. Pressing forward to perform one’s duties uncon- 
scious of one’s rights. > ^ 

3. * BSke(U|«r^ve* and deep desire to serve without 
.» • ,* • 

> reward. I 

4. Brings non-violence and peace and rashes for 

permanenCiO. $ , ' • 

Chief Test: Contribution without regard to any benefit 
received by the worker. . * 


In every group of human beings, communite nation, 
we come across individually that fall into these various 
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dends without contributing any personal effort in production, 
are also predatory. They share in the benefit but do not 
help in the working. Similarly, the great cartels, trusts, and 
combines, which through monopolistic control, get a greater 
share of benefit in propyrtion to their contribution, are largely 
predatory, ft 

' 

The Modem or Human' Stage : The former stage was 
based on a purely self-centred outlook and , on rights. This 
human stage shows signs of recognition of one>k>Hcties and 
often there is an attempt to balance* rights with duties. 
Nations in this stage striae to be contend with the fruits of 
their own labour withoot ly th ' iir neighbour. ' A-jricultural 
cirilizations of India and China, supported largely by artisans 

c 

pursuing their vocations peacefully for profit, are typical of 
this group of enterprise. . 

t 

The Islamic culture, with its ethnical solidarity apd 

unity, where there is no distinction of colour. White, Blapk, 

Red, Brown or Yellow; aor of estate-prince or peasant, is 

definitely of the Gregarious type. The recent acquisitions to 

this group are the Nazis and Fascists. These are highly 

group— conscious, though of a violent type, especially to 

those outside their circle. ^Nevertheless, they are gregarious 

in' character and have developed a high . sen^^of di^*y to thejr 

own people. Every member of the group merges his indlvidu,- 

ality in the general interests of the whole i ody or organization. 

» • 

The^Advanced'or tbs Spiritual Stage: Here the sense 
‘of duty, not only to those of the group, hut to all creatures, 
pervades the whole, atmosphere. Most religions are levers 
to attain this stage. They all advocate love of our neighbours 
aud servic3''fif the needy. They also point out bow man, 
when he deviates from God's ways, sins and comes under 
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/ 

.iuJgmeiit. They warn poopHa of the allurements of desire 
and of the danger of exercising our will to subserve worldly 
pleasures' of the passing moment. As yet we have not evolved 
any Iar?e social group which can be cited as an example of 
this order. Though the ancient conc^tion of the Brahmins 
was an approach to this stage, yet, the'inodern sect; so called, 

* I* / 

is far away from the ideal. ^ ^ 

It is this s^Age as a goal that Gandhiji is pressing 
forward, to - 'tj ^all hjs mig ht and main. The institutions he 
has sponsored sfli^ch as the ^ India Spinners* Association, 
The AH India 'fill^pjtndustries Assc^piation etc.„are examples 
of his practic.a] ' attempts to V^r^qJiQlfe “bis 'ideals into action. 
If he succeeds, a no^- violent Economy of Permanence would 
have been established u.shering in a civilization of lasting 
peace or Ram Raj or Kingdom of God on ewth. 
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CHAPTl^R VII[ 


SCALES OF VALUES 

We appraise various tl/ings hy comparing them with 
certain known or well recognized standards. There are also 
different, methods of measuring various kinds of goods, we 
reclion some by number, others by wt/ight, quantity or length 
and so on. Solids like wheat, gur, iron* are measured by 
weight— tons, m » uftds, etc.; wood or timber as so many cubic 
feed; bafnboos cloth by the yard, paper by 

the ream; dr cigaretteijja^ katas or packets, while liquids 

like oil are meatm^ed by tlw seer .and* kferosent oil, ink etc. 
by the nuinj?ar .of centaine/t^y^vc^ so many bottles. Each 
standard has its unit accurately defined and the articles to 
which they are applied are also well known and accepted. 
Nobody will go into a shop and ortier a t1v>usand grains of 

wheat ! 

• 

^ Nature of Approach : In «io far as wo .ludge things in 
relation to ourselves we say it is Self-centred and when 
measured against ap external or abstract ideal and in relation 
tQ 'bthers it is said to be altruistic. Most animals also judge 
for themselves but their considerations are always self-centred 
in regard to the immediate us^ of a thing for them- 
selyes. JPhewdo baVe 'altruistic valuations. Similarly* 
primitive man^so has not much use for altruistic valiles. 
It is the cultured or Jmore advanced man that can^ take a 
detached view 6f things. In fact, we may well sajr that a 
man is known by thb standard of vdlue he uses. 

INDIVIDUAL OR SELF-CENTRED VALUES 

» • 

Types of Values: In all walks of life we* are cons- 
taijtly called upon to judge, men and things. We state^ that 
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the water from a well is fresh ^and pure; we may declare a 
flower to be beautiful and we may pronounce a certain per- 
son’s conduct as noble and good. These decisions all indicate 
certain standards beh’nd them. When a man is known to 
judge correctly always, we hold him to he a man of discern- 
ment — that is, he uses ,\ppropriate and accurate standards ot* 
value. We 'may group these standards as physical or wipJe- 
rial, mental or cultural and spiritual standards. 

A merchant will value articles by the profit they will 
fetch in his trade. A worker, llv ir^^r"shT'*^^inar^iii of sub- 
sistence, will look at jthing's froui the use t() which he can 
..... 

put them to satisfy .bi^.; crying, needs— ▼1‘ood, clothing and 
shelter. An artist will hav^SIf eye fot beautyV ’ 

Valuation baged on Time, Fame. Acquisitiveness etc. : 

The guide at the Cairo Museum values everything from the 
point of view of time. He will . tell the tourist that this 
Mummy of Tutakhamen is so many thousands of years old, 
and that of Ramseys belongs to a period so many niillenia 
before Christ. He will fondly expect his visitors to be highly 
impressed by the age of things. 

At Rome or Florence, the guide will point out frescoes, 
mural paintings etc. by the Masters like Michael Angelo or 
Ruebons and the visitor will have to as a stamp 

of excellence. 

« 

Th^e Parisians pride themselves as being fine connoi- 
sseurs of the beautiful gardens, buildings, art and literature. 

The visitor to the British Museum will be introduced 
to varieties of exhibits brought from China, India, Persia or 
Peru,, and w^U haye to be greatly impressed by the world 
wide acquisitiveness of the British. 
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As one cranes up one's neck from the bottom of the 
streets of New York to ^ee the upper end of buildings touching 
the sky, the megaphone will declare the cost of each building 
in terms of millions of dollars. The impecunious foreigner 
will be struck dumb, not attho lu^ary past, nor at the renown- 
ed architect nor at the beauty or \rarity of the exhibit but 

ai^the display of colossal wealth. ' 

• • 

No one standard is applied exclusively in any one case 
but the main emphasis is shown by the special importance 
attachlBd to tyi .oi>rLLo^^^fl^j^andafd employed. The pilgrim 
to the Taj Mahal does eloquent over the quality of 

marble used. Are there i^ot bcttgy/ Iflai-Lles at^Carrara? Tlie 
name of tf je . Arcliiteot may not feven be known to him. The 
age of the noble ledifice is not awe-inspiring; but it is the 
general effect, the sight of the building^in its setting, which 
creates on one an impression that* is noteworthy, and calU 
forth spontaneous admiration without anyone having to recite 
laboriously its various high points. 

Here we have given illustratiSns of many standards of 
values based on different considerations other than the mat*-.- 
-tAI instrinsic value, like that of a gold-ring set with duuiiondc', 
exhibited for salo in the show case of a merchaut. A picture 
by notable artist does not owe its value to tho cost of mate- 
riftls— oanv^s •jjaiiA — which have gone into the making 

of it,, 'TEiVen an old,\orn out shoe that belonged to a father or 
mother may be treasured by a fond son or da\ightor. This 

may not represent any marketable value but stiU it has a 

■» * • 

value all its own to the particular person. 

In individual or self-centred valuer there may be *no 
uniformity of infensity with which a thing may be desired. 
The value of a thing may differ between persons. Fwen a 
upivexsal article, stai^daidized like money, will not necessarily 
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represent equality in satisfaction. A rupee in the hands of 
tarnier may represent one day’s food for his family. The 
same rupee, with a clerk in a city, may be the satisfaction of 
seeing a cinema show. While in the hands of a richman it 
may only mean a tip to a waiter or to a taxi driver, From 
this it may be inferred^ tliat the mere transfer of a rupee 
from a rich f lan to a farmer or poorer person will of ^tself 
enhance the satisf^^ction it ,i8 capable of affording. And 
conversely, a rupee taken from a poor man and passed on 
to a richer man reduces the satisfaction it can ^giy e. 

lii i m 

Even in the hands of thc^vpme individ^aal a thing does 

not always represent £ the same* alue. A 1'0>‘ may have 

• * r 

seven Jilahis, Each be equal in weight and con- 

*> 

tents, yet thfe satisfaction one jilahi, will bring will not be the 
same as another. He will eat the first jilabi with much 
relish. The next one or two he will still enjoy. Then with 
each additional jilabi eaten, the' desire for more will diminish 
until it reaches a point where it will be nauseating to thiuk 
of having any more. So the ^alue of a jilahi to thehoy gjes 
on decreasing as the number consumed increases. This is 
the same phenomenon we noticed with the rich man’s rupee. 
The more he has the less value a unit will represent. 

Now, when a boy has eaten, say 6 jilabis and his 
dAsire for more has decre‘feised while his thirst for water has 
increased, he would gladly swop the ulabi for a 

glass of water with another boy who m .y have a potfal of 
it. That glass of water will represent greater satisfaction to 
him than^ihe ^eve^th jilahi^ while to the second boy that 
jilabi, which is first to him and seventh to the other, will 
bring much relish, The exchange of goods— the seventh 
for a glass of water — brings more satisfactioa, profit or gain 
to both the bs^s, and if we can measure the happiness the 
two boys had before and after the transaction, we shall find 
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that though the sum total of goods with both the boys 
remains the same, yet the aggregate happiness after tiio ex- 
change is much greater than before it. This is the basis of 
all trade. Both the buyer and seller gain mutually. Nobody’s 
luBS should be another ‘s gain. 

ALTRUISTIC AND OBJECTIVE STANDARDS 

* • 

Human Values: Because of the confusion money 
exchange causes we find ourselves in many anomalous 
situations. Our/* gets a lopsided develop- 

ment. Our lf^n<^a are beiu^imiftdd from food cultivation to 
the producfioii of raw materials. .:^r mills. People are star- 
ving due tor the shortage of rice, while rice lands are made 
to produce oil for soap-making. In several Malabar villages 
padrfy lands acreage has been reduced by 20 per cent and 
coconut groves have been planted in thbso fields. These 
ccKionuts are sent to the '•mills for aoap-making. Virtually 
therefore, rice lands have been% turned into “Soap producing 
lands” while the poor people arer facing starvation and 
malnutrition. The .existence of such a state of affairs proves 
thh.t money values are not dependable scales of human need. 

An economy that is hased^ purely on monetary or 
nT^aterisj^l 'st?mdards of yalue', does not take in a realistic pers- 
pective* in‘’^*3fbfe Space. This shortcoming Icadb do a 
blind alley of violence and destruction from which there is 
no escape. The moi^e advanced in culture a per.»ou becomeu, 

t 

the less will he be* guided by such' short-sighted perishable 
standards of valde. To lea ^ to any degree of permanence, 
the standard of value its^l^ must be based on sonieihiug. 
apart from .the person valuing, who is after all peris)) able. 
Such a basis, detached and independent of personal L'^Uing^^ 
cintrolled by ideals yhich* have their roots in the permanent 
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order of things^ are objective and so are true and reliable 
guides. An economy, based on such values will be a prere- 
quisite to the achievement of permanence. 

Moral Values; An individual, who follows a moral 
code, applies standards which have no material basis. A 
robber murders a child, takes away its necklace and offers it 
for sale. Who will eare to bay that necklace knowing the 
iiifttory behind it? That ornament represents, not merely so 
many tolas of gold, but the blood of the innocent child. No 
uno who abhors the murder would wish to po- 

Hsess that article, however theaply^ it may be oifered. 

- • V ' V " 

Similarly, moral values are always attached to every 

article exposed for sale in the market. We cannot ignore 
such values and say ©“businessis business”. Goods produced 
under conditions df slavery or exploited labour, are stained 
with the guilt of oppre^ion. Those of us who purchase such 
goods become parties to the c^xistence of the evil conditic^ns 
under which those goods -were made. Hence, there is a grave 
responsibility resting on every one who entqrs into commercial 
transactions, even though it may be only to the extent of 
a pice, to see to it that he does not become party to circum- 
stancep that he would nojt consciously advocate nor would 
care to stand by. 

, ^ Af 

Ignoring moral considerations and^^ giving free .play to 
greed, selfishness and jealousy have been fruitful sources of 
global upheavals. After the first world war the “Conquerors** 
ufiburdened Germany of her colonies and claimed reparations 

to compensate for the war damages. 

* 

Onoe again Germany has been vanquished along with 
Japrtn Their "patents, dismantled industrial equipments etc., 
are being pooled by the allied countries. Our country also ha 
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been dragged into this sharing of the booty. Thus are our 
hands stained with the blood of this war and we are guilty 
sharers of the injustice and cruelty attendenton the doings of 
imperialist nations. Can such transactions ever form the 
basis of an “Economy of Permanence”? 


Social Mandarda : Society itself can value^the benefit 
it receives. It acknowledges such values in the form of the 
status it confers on different services rendered to it by indivi- 
duals or classes. ** 

I , 

For instahfjtf, the attached of old to the four 

castes is bas<^ on consir^atioi^^of services to society, 
A Sudra, who^ Cfiinks of no onofyut} hin^self and works to 
satisfy his own 'personal needs, is given hardly any public 
recognition. The V*aishya also, who * ventures out to accu- 
mulate material wealtti for himself, but in the course of 
doing so does render some service incidentklly, fares little 
beyjer, though he is allottefl a slightly-, higher position. The 
K^lvjitriya, who is much concerned with the protection of the 
people' committed to his charge and Values his life less than 
the honour of duty .done, is assigned a noble status. While 
at^;he feet of the Brahmin, who pursues an ideal for itself, 
regardless of the cost to his physical existence, all including 


even royal princes, prostrate themselves. This is a cultural 
standards of ^alues ftttaified in our land thousands of years 
ago; unfortun^fely, a\ present, these standards have been 


eclipsed by the glare of material wealth which is blinding 
but transient. We have to strain every nerve to 'get back’ 
to the *.noble ideals bequeathed to us and the following of 
which alone will Tead to permanence. 


Spiritual Appraisal ; There is an incident recorded of 
how once King David, one of the greatest rulei^-of the Jews, 
wj^s arrayed against his f3rmidable enemies, the Philistines- 
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whose armies had encamped between him and his city — 
Bethlehem. Prom his camp the King could see the well out- 
side Bethlehem beyond the enemy camp. The King in a 
sentimental mood exclaimed “ Oh, for a drink of cold water 
from that well. ’* Some of the valiant soldiers, who heard 
this wish of^the King, sot out to fulfil the royal desire literally. 
They risked their lives through the enemy camp, reaohed 

fi ( 

the well, and brought back to the King a pot of water from 
that well and placed it before him. The king was much 
touched by the devotion and-4ava4ty soldiers who 

placed such little value on/theil^i wn lives and^ventured forth 
to satisfy the- passing w/s^f of their King. Thp spiritual eye 
of the King saw in that pbt, not pure cold;.vater, but the 
life blood of the men who had gone to procure it. He picked 
up the pot and being much moved said, '‘How can I drink 
this ? It coutaimi not water but the blood of my beloved 
soldiers ? If 1 drink it, it will be curse to me. I pour It out 
to God as (heir sacrifice and noble offering 

The more our actions are based on such spiritual 
appraisal, which values objects in their true setting and pers- 
pective, the purer our lives will be and surer will be tbe 
foundations of the road to an economy of permanence, leading 
humanity to happiness and peace through the medium of non- 
violence. I 

VALUES 


fSelf-centred 


Physical Material Emotional 

! I I 
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Moral Social Spiritual 



CHAPTER IX 


VALUATION 

^ The standard of value applied and the method of 
valuation used impress their characteristic trait on their users. 
Thg spirit of the most predominent value that prevtiils amongst 
a people will colour a whole civilization f^r centuries. Hence 
the great importeirice of choosing our standard consciously 
and deliberately. 

* I 

The ol<i civilizationt^ Of Egypt, Babylon, Greece end 
Rome are jia- fiiore to tell their tale,* Tlpey Hhve vanished 
after a few^ centuries *of brief, glamorous splendour because 
as the standards on‘*which they were Built were predominently 
s.elf-cbntred and transient, their whole organization and system 
were poisoned by the institution of slavery* and extortion of 
tributes from subject raceM, as we npted in passing in the 
Iast„ chapter. No doubt, the Greeks and the Romans have 
left indelible marks of their emotionalland self-centred outlook 
and values in their, sculpture, art and literature. These are 
bu^ heirlooms for their descendents to hug and cherish a 
dead past. Their civilization is no longer a living force. 

In s*triking contra|i^ these, the equally old, or ever> 
older ciyilizF^i.'^ni ot -^iphina and India, which were founded 
on altruistic and objective values, testify even to this day, 
their vitality and othfer attributes of permanence and non-* 
violence in their osgaifization. Modern 'worldly wiseacres 
may throw cheapo gibes at the other worldliness and* the 
religious trends of the orient. There is nojihing to be apolo- 
getic in this, lyhich after all distinguishes a progressive human 
being from a prowling beast. The enduring qualities of t^ese 
civilizations are pointer t^ ' the great farsighted standards of 



36 


ECONOMY OF PERMANENCE 


value our forefathers had made use of, in laying the founda- 
tions of a lasting society. If we are to continue to build on 
their lines of permanence and non-violence, our standards, too 
must be altruistic and objective and not those that serve 
merely the needs of the moment. Especially at the present 
juncture, Wr»iile political organizations are in the melting pot 
and so much thou^t is being put into the plans for i» the 
future, we have to be on our guard. 

Unfortunately for the present age, the parties that are 
playing the star roles on the*^©^!^ are wielding mainly, if 
not solely npnetaiy ^tandfards, Vhich are Meeting in their 
effect and influence.’ Everywhere, we hear/ tall: of “High 
standards of living,” “Raising the nations^ income, “Increasing 
productive power and efficiency”, “Making it pay in the modem 
world of competition ” and a score of such arresting slogans. 
The prevailing school of economic thought is built on the 
quicksands of Profit/ Price^ Purchasing Power and Foreign 
Trade. There is no thought lost on the deeper things life 
that mark out man from the other orders. If anything, there is 
even a dangerous tendency to treat with contempt any mention 
of human or spiritual values. Hence the need for caution. 

^ A few speeimeq applications of modern methods of 
measurement to some of the treasures that have been handed 
down to us will disclose how absurd tlase so-called uptodate 
methods are in that setting, 

c 

Ihe Direckir nf t|ie Pottery Worja, after examiniog a 
rare specimen of Chinese hand*painted vase, will exclaim 
*What I this article took so long to make. Why, I can 
prince a thousand pairs of snob vases in a month 

The Lltho^aph expert visiting the Ajanta caves, which 
contain some of the most wonderfu* mural paintings ind 
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frescoes in the world and which must have taken decades or 
even centuries to produce, would promise to turn out thousands 
of copies of these masterpieces in a matter of few weeks ! 

The oil seeds merchant will bewail the wa'^te of acres 
of fertile land at Shalimar Gardens, which, if placed under 
cultivation, might produce thousands of maiinds of groundnuts 
every year I , ^ 

Seeing the Ancient manuscripts, styled on palm leaves, 
which ^lave inspired many schools of Philosophy and have 
helped to mould lasting civilizations, the publishing genius 
will wonder at the inferior material^used anej will go on to 
quote estirfates to briyg out an edition of it printed on "Bond” 
paper at Rs. 5/- p%r copy I 
• 

A contractor, who supplies tea tAbles to Irani restau- 
rants, will condemn the wa^te of good marble on a tomb at 
A^ra. He will compute h’ow many thousands of table tops 
could^ have been made out of the tons of serviceable marble 
used up in building the Taj Mahal, * 

• 

• • An expert cement concrete architect from New York 
will stand aghast at the valuable time lost at Ellora in carving 
out three storeyed temples out of living rock with elaborately 
c|}iselleri figures adornitig •th*» pillars etc. He will ho quite 
unable»to athrebiate^ the great knowledge of geology which 
enabled the ancients to select those rocks as flawless for such 
masterpieces Of sculpture, and the deep devotion ihat ha« 
gone into the making of them. He will pride himself on the 
60 oddstoreyed Structures at New York, built like so many 
kerosene tin packing cades^ heaped one on top of another to 
reach up to« the heavens, at a fraction of the time it took to 
carve out these “primitive” temples, Htf may even p^pmi^e 
t<y reproduce, within tfaroi^ months, thsKailash temple of Ellora 
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in good reinforced concrete from plaster cast taken from the 
ancient monument, at a fraction of the cost of the original 1 

A race^horse dealer walking into Sevagram will forth 
with proceed to evaluate Gandhiji by looking into his mouth 
examining his teeth (which do not exist). He will assign h^im 
to the Pinjrapole as being superannuated and useless. . 

i 

The absurdity of the above valuations is on a par 
with that of the goldsmith who walks into 'a rose garden and 
begins examining the flowers with a touchstone-tlfe only 
method of appraisal known %o hii^. 

All these ludiproiis situations originate from applying the 
criteria of one economy to another. For example the race-horse 
dealer, who belongs to the Parasitic Econbmy, misapplies the 
only standard he is familiar with to one who must be judged 
by canons that pievail in the Economy of Service. 

As presented above these appear too ridiculous to be, 
true, yet in actual life such Valuations are being insistea on, 
not by ignorant tradespeople but by great scholars issuing 
forth from the renowned universities df the world. The 
universities are used as hotbeds for raising theorists who will 
rationalize and support the modem industrialist belonging to 
the first three economies— of Parasjtism^ of Predation and 
of Enterprise. ^ • 

Every solution of a poblem will be tested by them on 
the universal touchstone of **WiIl it pay”? If a mother 
makes hSva at her house* for her children, with the purest 
of ghee, Prof. Dr. Wiseacre will ask the mother imposingly. 
If* you do not adulterate the ghee with some vegetable fat 
how can you compete in world markets?” He will advise 
the mother to compute her cost of material adding to it a 
certain amount indicating the oosi, of the time the mQth\ir 
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spends in the preparation of the sweet. This addition, he will 
insist, is in the interests of scientific accuracy. Then he will 
want her to coinpctre her cost so arrived at with the “market 
price” per seer. The simple mother will reply, “What are 
wgrld markets? Where are they held? I am only making 
this for my children to eat. They must have the cleanest 
an(l purest of things. I em not interested in the market 
price or in the scientifically computed cost per seer, How 
can I charge up ihy time? Is not my whole life dedicated 
to the welfare of my family?** Dr. Wiseacre will be aetounded 
at the colossal ignorance of the rudiments of economic science 
displayed by tVis “Primitive, uncultui^d woma)n'^ The princi- 
ples of the'^economy of service pervade the home, and the 
mother being imbucid with it, judges her own action accor- 
dingly; while the Professor is misapplying the methods 
prevalent in the Economy of Prddation to one on service 
basis. He has been familiarized in such methods, under 
laSoratory conditions of isolating all disturbing factors, to think 
in ferms of one particular principle ,only, regardless of the 
environment. However excellent such processes may be as 
rae^ntal gymnastics,‘*thfty ill qualify him to judge in the out- 
side world, where such simplified and artificial conditions 
do not exist. 

1 

^ \ ’Professor » of • ’Physics, who has verified ever^ 

principlj of * Dyfiami^ by experiments conducted in ^ his 
elaborately equipped laboratory, may well state that pieces of 
paper fall to the earth at the same rate— 32 ft, per second—* 
as bits of lead or oi’her^ heavy meta’ls. Any school boy will 
challenge thi^ stafement. He will say, “Well, old man, you 
do not know what vou arp talking about* I throw pebbles 
into our village well and watch them strike the water at 
the bottom. I have also let pieces of papef fall into the Jirell. 
ri#> yisl)bles go down to t,h*e water straight, while the bits of 
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Daper keep flying in the air and sometimes even get blown 
•ight outside the well. I have been flying paper kites which 
’ise so high that you can hardly see them. I bet you cannot 
ly lead kites No doubt, the learned professor is correct in 
nis own simple laboratory under artificial conditions, wjth 
vacuum tubes where there is no air resistance; but the boy’s 
simple words are wisdom in the outside complex world* it 
is found. There ar6 a hundred and one conditions that enter 
into the consideration of any problem. For & proper valuation, 
all those prevalent factors have to be taken into account 
before deciding. Often values in least evideilce are the more 
lasting, while l^ose that*are most obviouh-*like money values— 
are the least important from' other considerations^* 

• 

A Professor of Economics will say that price mechanism 
controls supply .and deihand, the cheaper the article the 
greater the demand and so on., Ts this always true? In 
the outside world ‘‘ the economic man does not exist. A 
woman, who wishes tp buy a saree, does not call fer the 
cheapest article. She has her own ideas of colour-combi- 
nation, texture etc. and she would purchase that which ful- 
fils most of her notions. Similarly, a prince who prides on 
being exclusive, may buy up |i whole stock of ties of the 
came pattern that a deader may# have, ^o that no one else 

* * ^ f 4 

m6^v be seen wearing a tie like hi|^ Aga^/ a petroleum 
company may buy up a patent of a vegetable oil burning; lamp 
^paying §i fabulous price for it, and leave the patent unex> 
ploited in a pigeon" hole jn its office, ‘to ^)revent anyone else 
bringing out a lamp thM" adversely effect the sales of 
its kerosene oil by creating a demand for a substitute, Such 
and many other deviations from the academic^ standards of 
economics there are that vitiate our unconditional acceptance 
of them. 
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The criterion used will have to suit, not only the 
particular case but should also fit into the economy as a 
whole. A person garbed in the western style may hold that 
Khadi at Be. 1 a yard is expensive while mill cloth sells at 
as. 12 a yard. Here the criterion ignores the setting. The 
Khadi lover, if a villager, will have grown his own cotton, 
gathered it, cleaned and spun it in his leisure tihie and had 
it woven by his neighbour— the village weaver. He will wash 
his own clothes, s^t on the floor and have such other habits 
as fit ipto the village economy as a whole. While the critic 
may have to pay heavily for tailoring charges of his suit by 
a competent tfiilor and for laundoVing Jiis clothes by a profe- 
ssional dhciio; as he cannot afford to rufh the crease of his 
suits by sitting on the floor he needs a chair to sit on and 
that calls for a table to work on and other chairs to offer to 
his visitors. His whoU* method of living ^becomes complicated 
and expensive. Taken tn this setting who can say that a 
few annas extra per yard makes the Shadi way of life expen- 
sive*, ^even apart from other sifcial considerations? We can- 
not isolate one item of cost and compare it with another 
figure separated frem its setting. Often the value of a gem 
libs more in its setting in the jewel than in itself. We have 
to consider the whole background of an economy under each 
type. So^far we have dealt with valuation from the point of 
vftw of* the* user or .the consumer. 

• * • * *V 

*“Can cottage industries exist in a machine age?” is a 
question one often hears raised. The full consideration of thi^ 
question may have 4^ he deferred fpr a later occasion but it 
may be pointed out here that cottage industries” is not 
merely .a method of production but stands for a type' of 
economy of which it is an integral part, just as “ Large scale 
production” forms part of another type^ of 'economy,-^ The 
qi^es^on posed above^ resolves itself into asking, which form— 
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of economy is preferable, which again will depend on what 
our objectives are and this will finally mean what our stand- 
ards of value in life are. Therefore, values and valuation 
are the pair that draw the chariot of Human Progress. They, 
in the final analysis, determine the direction to be takep — 
either towards permanence and non-violence or towards tran- 
sience and violence. Hence it is imperative to be absol'uljely 

clear on these two factors, confusion in our standards and aim 
leads to ruin, • 

Tn Travancore they make beautiful soft, white, mats 
out of split screwpine leaves. In that part of the country 
each hut stafids oj\ its own land and is surrounded and 
protected by low mud compound walls on which these screw- 
pine plants are grown. Once while on tdur in that locality 
we halted to inspect the ^ making of these mats. The ’^head 
mat-weaver of the village-a musaltpan-came to explain to 
us the various processes in which men, women and even 
children of the families took^part. Then he led us to three 
or four other houses t© see others also at work. A^l the 
time he was with us he was chanting but one chorus, “Why 
IS it that our industry does not flourish at present as it did jn 
the times of our fathers who, following this very occupation, 
became wealthy enough to build these two storeyed houses 
while we, their descendants, caunot.. even afford tb repair?” 
Affer we had seen all that there was^to bB ^een, as it was 
midday, this man entreated us to accept his hospitality. I 
•asked my two Brahmin Companions what they felt about it. 
They said they would tave- no objection if the food was 
stjiotly vegetarian. Our guide, on being fold of this condi- 
tion said that aUhough he wopjd like to have meat, his 
poverty would not allow of it and, so perforce,, he was obli- 
ge* to be a Vegefarian. Besides, as our visit was not pre- 
-viously arran^^ed or announced, hod to take pot-ludf: And 
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he would place before us whatever had been prepared for 
the family. He warned us that the food would be just plain 
rice and dhal and pickles, but he assured us he would be 
highly pleased if we would partake at his house even this 
friigal fare. We accepted his invitation more because of his 
importunity and to see for ourselves his way of living at his 
house than because of our need, and so we re^faired to his 
home. While we were having *a wash he got the varandah 
prepared for us to sit down to our repast and all the while 
he wa% reciting the same old query about the cause of the 
decay of the iddustry. I was raking my mind as to what 
answer to give him. Just then*he called us^in to take our 
seats. I v^as shown juo the middle Beat,*being considered the 
chief guest, and two companions were assigned seats on 
either side of me. For these two screwpine asarts were placed 
and as I glanced at th*6 seat meant for my^ august personage 
I exclaimed “I now kriow why your industry is languishing 
and you are facing ruin. The fauft lies in your scale of 
values”. He implored mo to expain^how that was. I asked 
him, “Where did you get these asans spread for my com- 
I>{Vhion8 >” He repAed, “ Sir, they are specimens of the humble , 
labour of my hands. I made them.” Then I enquired, 

“ Where did you get this mat that has been spread for me 
with this* tiger printed qn it?” He ’said “That is a Japanese 
mat I fought in thcp bazar". 1 then explained, Consid^ing* 
me the principal guest you thought of honouring me by seat- 
ing me on thie Japmese mat, while you provided rhy friends 
with your own handiwork. This , shoWs you v&lued the 
Japanese mat mere than your own product. If you yourself 
do so, can you blame others doing likewise ? If many others 
follow your^ mettled of valuing foreign articles they will also 
'ease buying locally made screwpine mate. ^How can your 
[ifdij^try flourish wijh i^l) your old customers gone? Urc^ 
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you not the chief culprit to destroy your own trade )** With 
folded hands he accepted the reasoning and forthwith replaced 
the Japanese mat by one of his own make I 



The use of foreign aiUclt'B dopiives our ppople of employment 


Here is a picture in miniature of what is happening 
all over our country. The standards by which we judge are 
not comprehensive enough. We are often led away by low 
money prices ignoring the great gashes in our economic nnd 
social organization made by such shortsighted choice of ours. 
The goods produced by our own neighbours have values 
Which are not represented in the^ mbpeyi price. The money 
value is most often the least important, of all considorations, 
although frequently, it is the sole factor that affects our decision. 
(Such pure monetary considerations may lead*to the blasting 
of the ramifications of our social o]^er«and spell ruin and 
distress all round. Money value blinds the vision to a long 
range social view,i so that the yrielder of the axe felts the 
branch on which he is standing. He is the contributing party 
tp. his own destruhtion and fall. Hence an unfettered long 
.term policy, which- will ensure 'permanence, calls fd* the 
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application of objective criteria, taking into consideration not 
merely the inimodiate solution of a problem but also the 
more lasting after-effects which may follow in the wake 
No act of a single individual ends with an isolated transaction. 
It has its repercussions right through society, though many 
of us do not have onr sight trained to perceive what follows 
in its train. 

o • 

A secretary of a co-operative society was eiuimerating 
the benefits his orlaniz^ition had conferred on its .members by 
marketing the , honey produced by them. Proudly, he took me 
to show me a farm where the owner had domesticated about 
30 colonies of honey-bees in simple hiVes constructed out of 
old mud po^s The bees seemed .very active. Hundreds of 
pounds of honey w^ire being sent by this farmer to the society 
for marketing. I was much impressed by the recounting of 
all this achievement and how much money at had brought in. 
Just then a little girl, a cbjld of the owner, game in running. 

I asked her if she also knew what these honey bees were so 

» ♦ 

busy about. She said they were making honey. I next en« 
qulred if she liked honey. She looked blank. Thinking she 

’ I 

di,di not understand 'my question, I repeated it in another 
form saying “Don’t you like the taste of honey?” She 
startled me with “I do not know what it tastes like”. I 

I 

turned round to the* o^mer* and enquired if he did not givh 
his own* chihiren’ any! honey. He gave me what he thought 
to be a perfect answer. “How can 1 afford to use it at home 
when I get Ee: 1/- per lb. at the society?” My apI)reciativ^ 
attitude vanished and 1* remarked to the elated secretary of 
the society, “Yodr work is damned when this child does 
not know the taste of hopey. By offering high prices you 
are enticing away this honey from the mouth of this child to 
the overladen tables of the rich”. The 'story is the raaE«_ 
ever /where with eggn, nullc and other articles with high nutr<«. 
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tire yalues. In the N. W. F. Province, where eggs were once 
largely produced and locally consumed, the consumption of 
the local population has fallen considerably since the military 
authorities of Bawalpindi, Quetta and Ambala began to draw 
on these supplies. 



IDlk produced by villageiB Is taken to be sold in toi^vns leading the village 
* children without this nutritive ar^cle of ^et 

j^oney valuation* benumbs thb faculty for the better 
ai^reciation of higher considerations, and* results in a tran- 
saction' which may be a gain to one party, but leads to 
irreparable loss to the other. Instead of >drawipg on surpluses 
(ay we noted in the last chapter in the example of the boy 
with jiUMa) it helps to drain out tij^al yustenance,' thust|ailsin 
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grave social loss which is not apparent at the moment. It 

was the monetary mechanism that was at the bottom of the 
great Bengal famine of 1943. It snatched away life*giving 
elements from the mouth of the starving population before 
they were aware of it, by giving them valueless paper notes 
representing frozen credits at London. Let us take this terrible 
4isastor to heart and learn the lesson it has to* teach us, 
reminding us, that there are other and m(vre vital considera- 
tions in this life th|n money with which to measure values. 



CHAPTER- X 


LIFE, LIVING AND EXISTENCE 

Has life any significance ? Does, it convey any meaning ? 
What constitutes it ?— mere existence ? 

We Lave seen that man is distinguished from the lower 
orders by the possession of 4^reewill, Thereforoi what a man 
is, is declared by the way he exercises h'S will interpreting 
his scale of values. Thus eventually, man is what ho prefers 
to be. Man, by his living, gives expression to his faculties and 
we term the resultanUhis'*'* Personality Liie is the means 
by which man deVelops himself and it is that i\hich affords' 
him the opportunity to express himself ^rough his creative 
faculty. Hence the great importance that has to be placed 
on the way people live ©r have to Ifve. 

r 

Life then becogies the great canrae on which man, the 

artist .with his peculiar brand of paint of many values, and 

the firm strokes of his* brush of freewill, bringsiinto existence 

his indelible work of art, which he will ^eave behind him to 

help or retard human progress. If he uses a large mizi<;ure 

of self-centred values, which are like water-colours that may 

wash out or fade away with age, his work will not attain a 

' high degree of permanence and *witl be disfigured by violence. 

On- the other band, if he uses mainly altruistic or objective 

-values, which are like the earth paints used at Ajanta that 

have retained their freshness through the centuries, then 

his masterpiece will go down from generation to generation 

with its message of permanence and non-violence. 

• 

Such being man’s opportunity ancT responsibility, he 
cannot afford to leave his lifp meekly in the hands of others. 
"£ach man is responsible for the - he lives, He '^annot 
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substitute for his masterpiooe cheap lithographs supplied whole* 
sale, with frame and all complete, the manufacturers. 

' The standardized pro(|uction of larg^ scale industries to 
da){, more or less lays down the way people are to live, 
instead of consumers calling for the type of goods they want, 
the^foducers press, whatever they make, on the passive 
public. We cannot discharge our responsibilities by remaining 
passive. We neei^ to ,be up. and doing. 

The two great global wars, ' that have been visited on 

this generafiorjs are, witnesses to 'the •destructive nature of 

^ * 

modern institutions and organizations. Ev'en science, which by 
its very nathre, ought ’to be objective and creative, has been 
prostituted by being tiimed idto an abominable engine of 
destruction. Instead of standing firm fodted on the rock of 
permanence and non*violence, eminent scientists have been 
engulfed by the river of violence in spate, which is carrying 
death and ruin through the fair 'fields of human progress and 
civilization. They complacently claim be on neutral ground. 
This is self-deceptioa. There is no neutrality. Either we are 
creative' or destructive. By the exercise of their freewill, 
they have chosen to serve the latter end and hence great is 
the destruction thereof. 

Material destruc|;ion, immense as it is, is the least Jl^art 
of it. What is bepioaned above everything else is the.irrepla* 
ceable loss of young promising lives. If tiger sho^ild kill” 
a great scientist what is its gain and what is the loss to 
humanity? The.nSameater gets perhaps 120 lbs. of flesh, 
bone and blood. jThe nutritive value of these can well be 
replaced even, from the vegetable kingdom : if the digestive 
apparatus were adapted to it. On the dther band, whatu... 
huma;[i%ty loses is not 40 much the fle^ ' and blood but the^ 



50 


SOOHOMT.OF PflBMANENOE 


higher faculties which are the resultant of generations of cul- 
ture, expressed under changing values of life and action and 
which are of no u.se to the tiger, while the loss is an irrepa- 
rable one to mankind. That part which is noblest and, highest 
and which works towards permanence is lost bj the parasitic 
act of the tiger, whose gain, is hut transient. The flesh and blood 
have gone io appease its hunger for a few hours at thh^cost 
of an eternal loss'*’ as a hdHtage. The higher life of the 
scientist comprising knowledge, creation and love has been 
of no use to the prowling beast. t 

In the same way, the loss to humanity occasioned by 
the millions of lives sacriflced in these wars ca^ot be com- 
puted by human effort. The clock of human progress and 
civilization is set back centuries by such' holocausts. 

Again, which hortidUlturist will "hew down a graft mango 
tree that yields good fruits for fhe sake of firewood ? Yet 
man is so foolish as to offer his children as gunfodder and 
is even proud of doing fio. Such is the potency of prop.aganda 
glorifying violence. 

It may be mentioned here in passing, that apart ffom 
sentimental or religious feelings and considerations of such 
principles as violence and non-violence, slaughter of animals 
tor food stands condemned by the above reasoning. While 
thd^'meat-eater gets the flesh, which o^h easily be substituted 
by nutrition obtainable from other sources, nature loses 
<- valuably expressions of instinctive life-^-the song of birds, the 
.love of animals etc. which often excel'the fitful exhibits, of 

and are equally, as irreplaceable functions as the crea- 
tive faculty in man. Flesh-eating, therefore, belongs to the 
Fc)>ia9isitic Economy of Transience and causes avoidable d^ 
.^Jn'^ction. It loweiis the ** habitue” to -the .lowest order of, 

- tence which no ’dignity attncficd to it. 
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Applying these ideas of life to five forms of eco- 
nomies, with special reference to the creative faculty of man’ 
the Parasitic Economy becomes the House of Imitations, the 
Predatory Economy gives us the House of Adoptions, while 
th^ Economy of Enterprise will assume the form of the House 
of lifaterial Creations, and the Economy of Cremation forms 
the^ House of Social Innovations, and the Economy of Service, 
which enables its devotees to project themselves into the Hfe 
of others, may be* termed the House of Sublimation. 

The House of Imitation : Those who fall within this 
group do not trouble to contribute anything themselves but 
take whatever they* can from others’ ereatidns Hby closely 
imitating th%m. The guiding characteristic still remains Self- 
love and pleasure-seeking by the easiest route. Li effect, 
they Jive through the lives of others, l^eirs is just existence 
pure and simple. They are like the moondesKl or lifeless them- 
selves-but their glory, such* as they possess, is a reflection of 
other people’s efforts. Their oyn personality finds no expre- 
ssion, * Nothing worth while is to bo learnt from them. It 
may not be wholly their fault that they are sterile like the mule 
which, being hybrief, is neither a horse nor a donkey and is 
unable to reproduce itself. It lives and dies without leaving 
a progeny. Similarly, the imitators have no creative faculty 
or if they ‘possess it^it js allowed to lie dormant, being given 
no opportunity to express or develop itself. It may if 
their Environment were changed, they would be able^ to con- 
tribute to the genetal* progress of society. ^ To the esi^ent that' 
they remain fuhctionlesi, the -existence of such a group is 
definitely a loss tor society, - They consume without creating. 
Their lives are not works (f art but just colourless black and 
white prints fyim the printiiii^ press. 

Earlier in this century, the Japanese* who copied everts;, 
thing^frestern, fell ihtck this* c^Up. .It had led them from the* 
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Economy of Permanence, which they, along with their neigh- 
bours China abd India, were following, into the House of 
Imitation and we see vividly today their inevitable fall into 
the Parasitic Economy in their inroads into Manchuria and 
China. From following non-violence they have now enshrined 
violence and destruction. 



« In our own country, majiy .of o^ir freinda,. especially 
Indiisn Christians (I write this in regard to ttbe isommunity to 
which I belong in Humiliation and shdme) fall into thir group. 
.They ihiitate the westerner in every possible way even to 
the extent of abandoning their own moi^er-tongue for Englfsb. 
-They .dress like the westerners, they keep . house .in the best 
foreign missionary style and in their ;well*to*do circles even 
their food habits have been borrowed from the West inclp- 
sive of many tinned imported stufb. ' Their recreation follows 
all that is held fashionable in the.. West, such as rao'ng'-and 
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ballroom dancing, which latter has been well described as 
“hugging set to music”. This group has also been highly 
sterile intellectually in spite of the fact that most of them 
can boast of a varied liberal education. Unfortunately, the 
trend in big cities is towards this, the lowest type. The only 
coJlsolation is that their number is comparatively small, and 
if measures are taken in hand in good time to check its 
spfbading further, we may b^ able to eradicate it root 
and branch. 

I 

rhe House of Adoption : The motto of those who 
belong to this^ group is “ Let us pat, drink and be merry, for 
tomorrow we die”. These also do takb from the contributions 
of others as do those ^of the previous house but the dtffelrence 
lies in this that tl^ey try to make the-creations of others their 
own 'by slight modifications which howe'^er, are not distinctive 
enough to lay claim to ^originality.* . 

• * , j 

Again the present day. Japanese afford us a good 
example of those who attempt to addopt the lead given by 
others’ originality. , ^'hat they had taken previously from 
tlJi West they have acclimatised to their land. For instance, 
they had taken over large scale production from the West 
and split the unwieldy units of centralized factories into many 
s'lDall cottage industries, a'ssembling the various parts when 
finishjso, in a central workshop. To give. one exampfe, in 
England the bicycle is produced in its entirety J>y single 
plants like that- of t&e^B. S. A. Company. But Japan manu’- 
factutes similar goods by organizing cottage workers who 
are supplied with tools and .materials. Some of them prodjice* 
only spokes, others only rims and so-tm. ’ All ^ese separate 

' . ‘ » I . » 

parts are hrdufi^t to the Central Assemllng work>shop which 
puts^ut complete useabl^ maohinea* 
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Imperfect adaptation 

Some persons in our country, who are not so much 
under western influence as* those,of the 'House of Imitation, 
atteippt to adopt western modes— say in clcthes^wJiih gio- 
tesque results. A-Babu, may put on an open coat but hd may 
omit, with commendable rationality in tthis hot climate, the 
irksome, stiff starched collar and the ttroublesome, purposeless 
extra tie, He may wear his shirt outside thvj trousers thinking 
it makes for coolnqss, and on his socksless feet he m*ay use 
the only bdian champal he possesses—Oxford^ shc^s being 
expensive. Such may be an eyesour to the whotehogger but 
iTmust be admittod fae.is more origlofkl then >ibe pure imftjitor. 
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Such persons are only as much works of art as the cheap 
lithographic' pictures we find pasted on stocks of milloloth 
They have the will-power to pick and choose, but lack the 
sense of perspective to create anything complete and whole, 
or .are too lazy to do so. Such patchwork, as they may 
accomplish, is bound to be transcient and their eagerness to 
obt^ifi quickly what they want is sure to lead thefn into paths 
of violence. • » 

The House *of Material Creations : ‘ According to the 

Law of the Economy of Enterprise we would expect that in this 

house every individual will assert himself and lead his own life 
® • * 

regardless of what may be the lot hf others' following the 



ProAieet made fashions 

maxim, " E^ery man for himself and tiie ’ devil take^ the 
bindermost ”, They would be expeiot^ to diave original ideas 
w£iolf will’be tEaQSUi|ed/&tolif« for their own selfish benefit* 
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This whuld iniply that every petaon would be free to express 

himself in his daily mode of living. Unfortunately, the world 

today is under the heels of producers who* have power to 

lay down the way their consumers should live. Hence the 

freedom of choice and the faculty of the consumer have been 

nuetralized and rendered ineffective. 

, * * 

In France, the beauty specialist will proclaim that the 

fashion of the day ' is to have butterflies painted on the bare 
backs and which are to be exposed to th4 gaze of admirers. 
Unquestidningly the aspiring females will resort to the beauty 
parlours, don their bathing costumes and have butterflies 
painted on; their uncomplaining backs, and repair to the sea 
resorts of the Riviera to exhibit their (backs to the stupefied 
public I 

Again, in Western clothes and .feminine fashions Paris 
leads the world, " London imitates these and probably com- 
mercialises the modes, while New York may adopt these to 
its needs and standardize th^n. 

Standardization m the West has killed all originality 
of the consumer^ in his mode of life, ‘’People are mainly 
concerned with what others will think of them if they departed 
from the universal set mode of life.* Even the life in the 
home is 'controlled by fashions called for by out^iders'-Hhe 
court, the aristocracy or the business ii^tere^ts. 

For a w])ile the fashion will l)e to eat soup but of 

/ 

^ spttp i^lBite with a rim round the bowl^ with « large eliptical 
apepp. \ faw ycara later the fashion will change. A soup 
bowl ^tbout a rlih will now be used and a spoon more or 
lels circular in shape will be the proper styl^. These frequent 
chaises are productive of snobbery and are good for business. 
The poor cannot afford^ to scrap their crockery and silver off 
and on taadojpt uew^ wai^, andWwrCcPasily eliminated, from 
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thfi “ County Set”. From the business point of view, if the 
same kind of things are to be handed down from father to 
son, the capacity of the market will be limited, while if such 
changes in the material modes of living are effected, the 
aryficially created demand will widen the scope for more 
business. 

People who follow such senseless r^nd baseless fashions 
are the innocent , victims, or social climbers or enterprising 
business houses who, by their skillfull advertisements and 
high pressure salesmanship, push their goods where there are 
no natural markets. Such ignorant yictims of propaganda 
and fashion^ in time generate in themselves a kind of inferiority 
complex, 'lose confidence in themselves, and fail to give free 

play to their own creative faculty, rendering life monotonous. 

» 

•* V 

If one visits a few flats in Bombay, one will soon get 
to^.know what to expect ii^ every other house. The same 
modem laminated wood furaitrre with glass tops to tables 
'^and all that will go with these are l;o bo met with house 
after house. There^is no variety, no imagination, no original 
ideas. It is one dead level. Even in old cemeteries one may 
And wonderful specimens of works of art or sculpture, but 
not in a modem Bombay flat where* people are supposed to 
“Uve”. ^l!hese homds «Ve more dead than graves. Every* 
thing is -done for" the ponsumer by the manufacturer under 
the pretext of making life comfortable and easy; svph ease 

leads to the behumbiilg of the higher faculties whioh spells' 

} 

death to progress and development, ' 

’ 

If life is to^be creatiye, such deadening standardization 
must go. There should be plenty of scope for individual taste 
to express itself. Designing one’s 0W9 hodse or fumiturjt 
a ^ertflie field for the play<''of one’s personality. Under the 
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specious plea of simplifying one’s problems, large scale manu- 
facturers are laying waste personality and individuality and' 
are impovershing life. In the U. S. A., prefabricated houses 
can be built overnight All one has to do is to ring up the 
wholesale manufacturer and tell him where one wants it and 
which plan^one prefers,— Plan A, Plan B or Plan C. All che 
doors, windows etc. of each plan are kept ready in stock. 
The only time needed is to assemble them like a packing 
case out of boards. Even in matters of food, where one 
would expect individual tastes to prevail, the manufacturers 
have borne down indii^iduality by carefully worded advertise- 
ments, setting forth fanciful food values etc. Beady prepared 
foods are making their appearance also in Indian markets 
and homes dealing a death blow to the^ art of cooking. Every 
housewife should pride herself on her culinary art. Instead 

we have standardised fruit preserves^ pickles, cbutneys, infant 

ajxd' Invalid seriii-prepared foods, .supplied from factories 
thousands of miles from our land. v* 

Man is so constituted that the less he thinks on pro- 
blems the less he is fitted for life. Therefore, the all consi- 
derate and thoughtful modem manufacturer, who professes 
to do all the thinking for the consumer, is really crippling 
him. Even a mother has to let her child attempt to walk 
•and perhaps to fall and hurt itself top. If she strives to take 
subh care of her child that it should never fall, and always 
carries it herself, the child will never develop a sense of 
t balance and will have to go through life a cripple. Such is 
the service rendered to society hy thd' manufacturers of to-day. 

In our country* we have a whole range and variety 
of methods of daily life that afford the creative faculty many 
rich combinatibnBi; among the different climes and Provinces. 
Tiveu in a single Province there wis variety among th3 tom- 
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• munities. Thus we have a very wide field for the development 
and expression of our personality if we do not fall to the 
^ wiles of business houses. Fortunately here also, but for the 
cities and towns, the life 'in the villages remains mostly un- 
affected, although rapid strides are being made in the wrong 
direc^on even in-reniote parts, still the situation ^ not beyond 
redemption. This death dealing contagion calls for immediate 

protective measures. * 

• 

Instead of the House of Creations being ' a source of 
strength, the topsy turvy order, in, which the manufacturer 
plays the cedtral role, has made* it the weakest link of the 
chain, as tin consumer, who forms the bulk of the*population, 
is mercilessly suppressed and his creative faculty is buried 
under ^be debris df modem factories. This method of living 
does not bring into existence works of Sxt but just produces 
transient and flimsy trctnsfer pictures which any chUd' can 
pi^ste in his school, books. * 

• . • 

The consumer has no voice ih calling for his goods. 

His side of the transaction is misnamed by learned "Economists'* 
arf*tho Demand. He makes no. demand. He meekly takes 
what is presented to him. The cart is put before the horse. 
Shoes m^y be prepared in Northampton, England, by the 
w^rker^who never haVe any contact with the consumer £n 
India.or some other semote comer of the earth. Instead of 
shoes being made to fit the consumers’ feet, the cpnsumer 
has to go to a'shop an^ fit his foot int® a. ready-made shoe of 
the nearest shape ^available. If sufficient customers' feet are 
not available in the market under the influence of the makers, 
then, some country, like Atyssinia, where '''natives” go bare- 
footed, has tff be brought under political oontofi and ''civiUzed*'' 
sof thft th« people may be taught to*wear western types of 
footwear. This chasefof ^e pre-exiatent‘ supply for a demand 
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is one of the most fruitful sources of modem conflicts and 
wars. The unnatural creation of a demand generates violence 
and produces an unstable equilibrium. In the effort to right 
itself, the swing again causes violence. 

If we seek to obtain permanence and non-violence, we 
must have an order in which the customer will play the 
leading role and that personally. This can only bo achieved 
when consumption goods are locally made, perhaps in cottages, 
under the eye of the consumer^ to meet the existing needs. 
Only under such conditions can the consumer bring into effect 
his scale of values which will develop, as well as express, 
his personality Moderri forms of production and sale have 
reduced life into stagnation and living -into mere^ existence. 
The atmosphere is suffocative. . It can be« cleared by those 

• f 

who have the needed ^ifts to belong to this House of Creation 
asserting their personalities and arousing themselves to action. 
The monetary scale of values, which has taken complete 
possession of this House, has to be ousted and the manifold 
scale of cultural values Aas to be installed and given* full 
sway over the conditions that affect the life of the people in 
general. 

House of Social Innovations: This House belongs to 
the Economy of Qregatiop. Hence the deciding criterion at 
eVery stage will be ‘*what is good foi society in general”? 
and not any consideration of personal benefit to any indTividual 
or to any special group of persons. It is needless to point out 
tkat mon$y values ^ill have hardly any place here. Long 
range considerations wiil pi^rail over shorf'range policies. 

There have been, of late, many attempts at 8ooio>eoo> 
nomic experiments. Bussia set t&e ball roiling with her 
Soviet" Communis, Thep Faoists and Nazis followed. Their 
experiments have fail^ to usher ip permanence *snd ' non* 
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violence. On the other hand, they have sunk humanity in a 
river of blood. They sought shortcuts, each for their own 
class or nation, forgetting the larger issues of the whole 
* human family. The submissive populations have been drilled 
unjjer the maxim “ My Country Bight or Wrong”. Hence 

they have landed themselves in violence- and destruction, 

* 

% 

» The League of Nations, though it had an ambitious 

J .* 

and high sounding name to comprehend the whole woridj 
also followed a transient and short-sighted economy, serving 
only the selfish interest of a few who controlled its machi- 
nery. Therefore, it also failed secure permanence and 
* • 
non-violence for humanity at large. 

% 

Propel' planning of life is imperative. To be success- 
ful the objective of- the plan recommended must bo universal 
and be in complete alignment with the etdrnal order of things. 
It should not be a convenient attempt ( sucli as the one we 
noticed in the last House ) ^ foist standardized methods of 
life on others, with the purpose of disposing of the products 
of centralized factories, nor should it lie su-ih as to kill indi- 
vidual expressions of personality. 

In our land, the field of work for those in this House 
is immense. The villages are in dire need of those who will 
organize thpir activities so as to makb life possible. Today., 
the^ fareNror^e than the jungle animals, which at least obtain 
sufiScient nourishment for healthy and active life. The social 

and economic environment is such as to kill all initiative. 

* ’ 

It will be the function of >> those of this House to plan '*out the 

lives of the helplesf^ masses so as to afford them the chance 

of leading a human life rich in its possibilities for self-expression. 

' » . ^ 

(Planning to this end implies the formulation of a'nprm 
towards which we should work. If the pornr is well-oonoeiv$d 
it ^ill %ffonf free play 'Jto rjll creative faculties o^very mem- , 
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ber of society. Whether the norm is a proper one or not can 
be judged by the effect any changes in it causes. The natu- 
ral norm can neither be raised nor lowered within the short 
span of life. A.ny such deviation will cause pathological 
conditions. Nature has designed the wonderful human system 
through milMcns of years. No scientist can equip a labora- 
tory BO simple and ^yet so efficient as the digestive sy^em 
we possess. No engineer has yet devised a self-acting and 
self-regulating pump as the . heart. Whether wireless or 
otherwise, no Marconi has designed a system of communica- 
tions as perfect as our nervous system. The normal working 
of this body and mind cannot be altered or des^igned afresh 
by ignorant man. Hence, it ^{\l be futile for any mortal 
individual to attempt to change the course of life as he wishes 
it. All that can be 'done is to co-operate with nature end 
arrange to maintain the environment in such a form as will 
guar^antee its working at its best,.^ This stage or norm is *^et 
by nature and man’s part is- to study and understand nature • 
requirements and pay heed to it. Tf there be any departure 
from nature’s norm, it will lead to social maladjustments. 

Every medical man is aware of the futility of trying 
to alter the normal temperature of the body. If it goes above 
tlie norm, fever sets in and if it falte below, depression find 
weakness follow, in either case, death- is the end. Nor can 
we tunp the heart to cope with a life of feverish activity 
%hat a man may desire to lead. No doubt there is a certain 
range of adaptability. We cannot bank on this unduly. Too 
much strain may give the danger signal of high blood 
pressure. But that is not a neW* norm Ac which we may 
settle down without endangering life. In the same way, 
there is a norm of requirements which, when fulfilled, pauses 
Vhe human #ittem to function at its best. The purpose of 
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planning is to determine it and take such steps as ^ill en- 
•Kure it to every human being. 

Unfortunately, today the golden calf (or rather as gold 

• has vanished into thin air, the Sterling calf) has been en- 
th];oned and all considerations centre round money and not 
roundiihuman personality. 

There have been plans a,jnd plan^ all aiming at an 
abundance of material production but lacking root in human 
nature.^ Such plans are like a well arranged vase of 
cut flowers. They are, no doubt, beautiful and retain for 
a time their 'laturaj scent and appearance but, as they are 
severed fro^ the parent plant, death is in them/ Therefore, 
their glory Is shortlived.. 

• ^ 

• * 

* A planner should rather be like a gardener. He first 

* prepares the soil, sows the seed and waters it and having 

done his part he stands asjde. The plant of its own nature, 
drawing the nutriment supplied ^y the conditioned soil, grows 
and brings forth flowers. The well {trranged vase, however 
much loaded and crowded with flowers^ was transient and 
de^th was in it, while the plant is permanent because it 
draws its sap from nature with its roots and so has life. 
Some flowers of the plant may fade away but others will 
blossom forth to take their place. * » 

, Similarly, planning should ensure wholesome conditions 
for the growth of human beings. What is put forth <by them 
is not the end or a^im. The method of starting with a 
predetermined output and working Cowards it, is not the way 
of nature. W‘e may, by such methods, obtain forced results Jbut 
that, not being a naturar growth, will fade away and may 
even leave behind an aftermath of deoay.^ Such forced* pace 
is lik» a .Ghristmas tree jrell-decordted with tinsel caddies 
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etc., and overladen with presents— drums, bugles, dolls etc* — 
neither the decorations nor the presents being natural to the 
tree it cannot pride itself on it. As the X’mas tree is but a 
branch cut off from the live plant, it cannot draw the sap of 
life from mother earth through roots and so the leayes, 
though they may rptain their freshnees for a while, will 
droop down* and the branch itself will dry up, being theregfter 
fit only for firewood. Such' also will be the fate of plans 
that follow the glamour of plenty. 

The condition and environment for the full growth of 
the faculties of man that have to be ensured are the primary 
end of planning Every individual has to ^ave enough 
wholesome and balanced food, sufficient clothing to protect 
the body from changes in weather, adequate housing acco- 
'mmodation, full opportunities for training the mind and body 
f6r life, clean surroundings to safeguard health and ample 
facilities for human intercourse, economic production and 
exchange. Such then are t|je planners* objectives. Beyond 
these all other accomplishments should be left to the initiative 
of the people themselves. Only then wil| they have room to 
afford them chances of exercising their freewill and tueir 
scale of values, which would make their lives, ‘not mere 
existence, but something^ worthwhile and that will produce 
A culture as a consequence, which will be lasting and will'be 
a definite contribution to the progress of mankind. 

Ko planned way of life can deprive the human being 
of his riliht! to chobse his own method of living, as long as 
the ohosen form does not infringe on the rights of his fellow- 
bemgis. * The planned life is .only to ensure^ that each person 
gets his minimum human needs at the least. Over and above 
that, every individual must have as much scope as possible 
for**tbe individual sense of values. to make its pfesendb /elt. 
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, Any planned life that is too rigid to allow of it and takes 
away or restricts beyond measure the individual freedom to 
act and express his idea of values will be guilty of regimen- 
tation. Regimentation deprives a human being of his individu- 
ality^ and lowers him to the level of a cogwheel in an un- 
alterable machine. Such regimentation of life fro n> the cradle 
to the grave, whatever be its merits or el^ciency, will stand 
condemned as it fails to answer our first requirement for 
th#» progress of a human being — the right of freedom to 
express one’s per^nality. 

BegiinenLtLtion certainly has its pljice and function where 
the objective .is not the development of personality "but some 
joint effort — as in an army or a factory— 'Where each head 
or hand counts rather than th’h individual, who has to be 
submerged in such cases* in the general ihterest of the goal, 
which is the all absorbing and supreme consideration and 
the 'individual is only the means of attaining it. To us, the 
development of the individual bbing the objective, and the 
organization only the means of securing it, 'there can be no 
place for regimentation in our scheme. 

For example, in a well conducted dairy, animals will be 
feJ well on properly prepared cattle feed, given salt and water 
in due timo and in r«)gule^ted^ measuiPe, stabled in well cons-, 
tructed s^eda$ taken out to exercise in the sun for awbUd, 
rubbed ^own and cleaned daily and milked according to time 
table. This is nqt wha,t a human being needs if he is to rise .^ 
above the level of mere j existence of brutb beasts. .X well 
regulated prison affqrds such conditions of existence. Under 
prison rales it is even made a punishable offence to abstain 
from proper sleep or rset or food which may have a deleterious 
effect on the health of the prisoner. Such oa^e Is taken of the 
body ofi> the prisoner; But jthat is not life where freedom of 
choice and activity has been Mcen away. 
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It is, tjherefore, imperative that no plan should raise 
insurmountable walls on all sides and reduce life into a jail. 
Tt should function like a fence that, while protecting the field 
from the depredations of destructive intruders, does not 
interfere or shut off air and ''ght from the sequestered spot. 
The creati 'e faculties of those who belong to this House and 
who dedicate thqjr lives to serve their fellow beings, will 
have^to he directed towards devising such plans of free life 
for the people 

A.t this place wo have confined ourselves to a consi- 
* 

('eration . of -.the fuiuSuion of *ho plan and the field to be 
devoted to it. In the following chapter we eh^ll take up the 
requisites of a norm of life which will form the basis of 
a satisfactory plan. 

The Hoiise of Sublimation: 4n the Economy of Service, 
to which section tiaa House of Sublimation belongs, personal 
rights fade away yielding* place to duties that assume the 
regulation of life, Ereewill is used to control the animal 
side of man and his selfish bodily inclinations directing his 
activities rationally into certain well chosen channels." The 
scale of values is designed to measure the welfare of others 
rather than one’s own pleasure. Hence, the perspective is 
a long range one, as the immediate personal gain is net the 
desired end. 

Therefore, for one in this Hojise to, be creative it is 
essenfial to realise in oneself the dofeots and needs of society 
before any reform, or plan can be suggested. Mere intellectual 
*appreoiation or criticism will not serve the purpose. A labo- 
ratory is called for to carry out o«|ierWents on a limited 
scale and then only the remedy that has been proved efficacious 
can be recommended to others. .A nutrition expert fiist carries 
on experiments by feeding guinea pigs or white mice, pigeons. 
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monkeys etc., on different types of articles of food and ob^serres 
the effects produced on these creatures. Only after this he 
is in a posfiion to suggest the constituent parts of a well- 
halanced diet for human beings. Similarly, in all socio-eco- 
nomic innovations it would be necessary to tiy out the new 
ideas on human beings. The ones in this House, therefore, 
are wolunteer guinea pigs and ecieutifio ex{>ert8 rolled into one. 

We saw that those of the* last hodhe had to plan for 
the masses. But the plan can be drawn up only on tried 
prinoipl(<h. This opens the field for the House of Sublimation. 
Necessity is said* to be the mother of invention. If we feel 
in our own sefves the needs of others,* and if wp are endowed 
with creativ^ faculties,^ we should be able to devise ways 
and means of solving those difficulties. One belonging to 
this House will sufter or live vicariously in the lives of others. 
He will be more sensitive to the fueling of^ others and their 
surroundings than to his>*o\^n. He will weep with those who 
do weep and rejoipe with those 'who* do rejoice. His scale 
of values will be altruistic. H^ will^not be conscious of his 
own rights. He will, sublimate his fatherhood into protecting 
and supporting those who are helpless and friendless, accep- 
ting the whole human family as his own 

In the history of scientific research there are many 
< * • • • • 
instance^ oftsciejitisi^ trying the effect of their researches on 

their town persons. Many have risked, their lives in doing 

so and some |iave lost them in the process. These* are the 

martyrs with whose ^lood human progress is aementecP. 

One of the chief reasons why Gandhiji has adopted the loin 

clpth as his complete wardrobe is because he wante4 to 

identify himself, and feel ^ne with, the niillions of our land 

who have no*t even decent rags to cover their 'nakedness, *leave 

afoncs any ’protection the incftmenoies of the wearther. 
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In a country like ours, bristling with socio-economic 
problems, we need persons who will take on themselves the 
disabilities, privations and poverty of the masses and having 
experienced in their own being the sufferings of those around*, 
them will proceed to find a suitable remedy. It is for this 
purpose that the various human laboratories or ashrams and 
institutions *like Tagore’s Santiniketan, and Gandhiji’s Oh^l^kha 
Sangh, the Gram Udyoga Sangh, etc. are established. These 
functiqn like a nursery where a horticultur->st prodilces tested 
and selected seeds to supply the gardens of the land. The 
proved remedies of these experimental stations are placed at 
the service of the wor]^ at large. 

Hence, it is through the House •of Sublimation we can 
find a solution for the His hurpanity is silffering from violence 
and hatred. The lifq of the people in general has to bo planned 
and ordained, not from the point of yiew of individual interest 
based on laissez-faire principles, but from a solfiess, detacli^ed 
and long range point of view. ^ When so planned eacit member 
of society, however humbly he may be placed, will have 
full opportunities to make his own contribution for the good 
of all. Then life will be neither pure imitation without any 
regard for varying circumstances nor will it be one of limited 
adoptions with just a few variations to suit local needs, nor 

r 

will it be called to perform the<. fmvitioas of an'qxpandmg 
market in the interests of manufacture'xS ot' material goods, 
qor will it be based' on sectional needs ignoring the wider 
^range of responsibilities. Life so planned, wiH not only meet 

C' . ■ 

individual and sectional. needs, but it will also be so set as 
to lead^to the happiness of all and opeh up wide fields of 
opportunities for personal development and'.expressions which 
will .not fall foul of the ’welfare of one’s neighbours. 
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STANDARDS OF LIVING 

For the reasons discussed in the last chapter it becomes 
intperative that the daily life of the yieople should be so 
related as to enable them to express theii* personality. 
WHat we eat, wherewith we a]*e clothe^ and what manner 
of lives we lead, all have a bearing?, not only on our own 
lives, but also, on the future of mankind. Just as each 
person expresses himself throuprh the scale of values he uses 

80 also his planner of living will express his personality. 

* # 

To do this there shoi^ld be norms for all people to adhere 
to, and, these norms '•or standards must be arrived at from 
purely objective ,dbnsideratiorts calculated to afford every 
persdn that opportiinitiy in full measure that is needed to 
develop all his facultie?^ and thereby his 'personality. The 
suggested norm or standard should relate not only to bodily 
and^ material needs but also tc^all those innumerable items 
that do to enrich and ennoble life ^and ^aise it above the 
level of mere existence. Of course, it will naturally deal 
wiih food that is required to maintain a level of human 
performance with adequate medical aid, with clothing that 
will not only cover nakedness but yirill also afford room for 

I 

an expression of art 'and' beauty, with education which will 
widen aad brighten life while (iereloping the inherent faculties 
with congenial work that will open up opportunities^for the 
creative propeiisities of man and with all B,uch other accessory’ 
facilities that will help m the progross both of the individual 
and the group. ■ 

A stan<|ard that is to fulfil all these . repuirements^ will 
naturally be one that has to be /iccepta^le both to the individual 
and tcPsocieV* It canjiot be chosen merely from a onesided 
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consideration. If the individual is allowed to follow his own 

sweet will without any other restrictve consideration, if he 

is one in the 'House of Imitations or that of .Adoptions his 

mode of life will not contribute anything to progress but may 

even harm society. If he belongs to the House of Material 

Creations his, innovatibab may cla^h with those of othure and 

retard progress thereby. A producer left to his. own 

nations will utilize the opening to lay down ways by which 

he can push his own goud'i by propaganda and by setting 

up fashions favourable to his business. On the other hand, 

if it is left to society alone, the individual citizen may be 

crushed and turned into' an unquestioning automaton. Such 

is the fate of the^ common man to (Uy under* Capitalism, 

Imperialism, Facism, Nazism and State Soeialism. The world 

* 

is largely under the heels of the producer who calls the tune 

i t • 

and sets the pace. This has led to chaos as even these 
interested parties have no agreed plan or rule of life to guide 
them. Each manufacturer freely follows his own whinns. 
As a result there, is widespread confusion in the methods 
of living. 

* 

It is difficult even to understand what people mean 
when they talk of a standard of living. It' is a delightfully 
'Vague term. Hence it becomes .oouyenient to bundy these 
wor^s about without fear of committing oneself to Anything 
definite Each persoh may have his own notion of a standard 
< of .living and as to what it comprises* To one a radio set 
and a motor car may fall within the barest minimum.* To 
another two meals A day may be a rare* luxury. Therefore, 
it is necessary to <■ work out an objective s^ndard taking into 
eonsideration the conditions obtaining in our^Iand. Should 
thin standaild haVe an economic basis or follow cultural 
eonsiderations or social needs ? *What is meant by ‘ high 
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or “ 16 w** standards ? By the former 

satisfaction of a wide range of material wants and by the 
latter a very limited enjoyment of worldly goods ? 

» In previous c hapters we have discussed ♦‘•he many ways 
of, looking at life and their respective iscales of values. We 
have come to the conclusion that life is not to be valued 
purely on a monetary basis nor by what looms large in the 
immediate present, but that a well balanced economV leading 
to permanence and non-violence calls for a comprehensive 
consideration of various factory making life broadbased. In 
such an economy mqjifey is of the ^east imiTortance. Man 
does not live by bread alone ** but by everything that affords 
him opportunities ‘for the free, expression of the whole man~ 
his* body, mind and spirit— for all that yill make him approach 
perfection. 

• " The standard of life in England is generally spoken 
of»as being high. There a garcSbner may live in a two storeyed- 
cottage with three or four bedrooms uf>stairs, with a flush 
lavatory and a bathroom. Downstairs 'there maybe a living, 
room and a dining room along with a kitchen store and 
washroom attached. All windows .will have glass shutters 
sheltered by curtains and blinds, •The doors will have he^vy 
burtaiifs t9 keyp out the draught. The floors will be c^peted 
one] the walls well papered. Every ropm will have its appro- 
priate and adequate furniture thpiy^ simple and inexpensive. 
For instance, the dim^g room Will have a dining^table with 
proper armless 'Chairs, a sideboard/ perhaps fitted with a mirror, 
with a requisi^ supply of table-linen, crockery’ etc. • The 
table service itself, though not very elaborate, will furnish 
appropriate dishes, plates, forks, spoons,^ etc., for the Varipus 
bourses Such as soup, meat, sweet, and'dessert, fdr it is 
not the proper thing to eat . one course with the equipment , 
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for another. Enife and fork for fish is of one kind, . knife 
and fork for meat is of another, while the service sets are 
still different. When one person sits down to a meal there 
will be at least about 50 pieces to wash up. Such is generally 

accepted as a “High** standard of living. * 

V 

f « 

In India, a really cultured man, perhaps a Dewar or 
a Prime Minister of a State presiding over the destinies of 
millions of peopte, may have hardly furniture in hi« 
house though it may be of palatial dimensions. His reception 
rooms may have floors of marble* Mosaic or polished tiles 
and will be. washable ahd clean. There may be hardly any 
carpets to accumulate dust and dirt..‘^The Dewan himself 
will go about barefooted at home as the*»best of persons do 



in the South. .Our^ Dewan may squat on an aaan on the floor 
and" eat, perhaps off a plaptain le^^ He may not have been 
J^tiated into the art of wielding knives and forks, for it is 
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^ an art not easily acquired, following sacred rules not meant 
for the common folk— he may use his nature -bestowed fingers, 
and when he has finished his repast, the leaf will not have 
*^to be washed but may be thrown away and may be readily 
disposed off by a goat, which will turn it into milk for its 
o.vnerl There will bo only his finger^ to bo washed. By 
coT^trast this will ho termed a “low*' standard of living. 

I 

Is this an jtppropriate use of terms Vhigh ” and^“low'*? 
If tlie standard or norm must contain a multiplicity of material 
wants artificially created, ^en only these terms will have 
any signifh aiice. But if ^ chootje tp be perverse and regard 
as desirahli', that wh><^ calls into play the highest faculties 
in man, then the Dewan's life follows a higher standard than 

P 4» 

the Biiii'^h gardoiier’s whose (Standard now becomes “low**. 

4 

For a standard based on material considerations the more 
suitable terms will be “complex” and “simple ” rather than 
“ high ” and “ low We may then say that the Dewan's 
stardard of life is "high” but “simple” and the British 
gardener’s is “ low ” but “ complex '*. I'# would appear as 

though the present terms have been specially devised to con- 
vey a pshychological preference for the “complex” standard 
whicli is the foundation of a good market for the manufacturers. 
Who wih rationally fall for a standard which is dubbed 
“complex"’? ' - « 

o'* 

' The complex standard converts its^evotee into a drudge. 

I 

From dawn till nightfall the British gardener’s wife, if she 
means to be reasonably clean, has ,to toil away at^sv^eeping 
the carpets with. « vacuum cleaner, polishing the., window 
panes, washing the curtains, bed tind table linen, the dishes, 
plates etc., and cooking utensils, apart from .attending to her 
dajily round of duties such as shopping *and kitchen v^ork. 
To clean even one ^rk'’ properly between the prongs wi\l 
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take mdre time aad labour than washing one’s hands. Is 
it a wonder that where such complex standards prevail 
women prefer to be rid of the “ nuisance ” of having children ? 
“ Children and dogs not allowed ” is an ubiquitous notice- 
board to be seen everywhere in such countries. Motherho'id, 
of course, adds to tl^ already overcrowded timetable- for the 
day, but th-i choice of a complex stapdard is a reflection on 
the scale of values prevalent. By various means at their 
disposa’ -'propaganda, advertisements, setting up fashions etc. — 
the manufacturers, are able to induce the housewives t« 
adopt this mode of life and beco'ne their devoted customers. 
Let us bewareoof such tfaps which vitLIl enslave us to material 
wants, but offer nothing in exchange foP ‘filling our time with 
wasteful details which ought nqt to to be aillowed to encumber 
our lives. 

# 

The interested parties glibly taik of creating leisure for 
the housewife by introducing labour saving devices, but ro 
sooner is a machine alloweri to oust human labour than 
some other inventicn is Drought in to absorb the money and 
time saved, by the former device, leaving the second state 
of the housewife worse than the first. 

For example let us revert to our friend, the British 
gardener's wife. Formerly carpets vrere^ beaten and cleaned 
by. 6)Ebflua.l human labour. The vacuum cleaner made its 
appearance. It dispejised with outside labour, A travelling 
salesman would have visited the garderer's wife and waxed 
eloquent over the inarvel\pus performance of his commodity 
for 8ale-;^.he vacuum cleaner — and would have appealed to 
the* thrifty housewjfe by showing ^her how much she could 
save every year by not having to call in human labour to 
do this heavy work of carpet, cleaning and how much such 
saying i will amount to in* her lifetime, with interest added 1 
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A.S a .result of this high pressure salesmanship she would go 
in for a yaruum cleaner and would, no doubt, save a few 
shillings a year but she has to do the cleaning herself with 
labour saving device’*. After a few years, when she 
hfv< saved a few pounds this way, the travelling salesman 
will make his appearance again to sellAier a nejvly invented 
dish washing* machine. He will again expatiate over the 
performance of the machine, if her savings scraped together 
happen to fall slibrt of the amount needed^^ pay do^n cash 
•4or it, fhe salesman obligingly will offer an instalment payment 
scheme or a hire purchas^^.stei^j by which she pays a small 
deposit immediately, that she rftay haveP in • ready cash 
and the machine is T(fjft with her for use for which she should 
have to pay a snaall hire annually for five or seven years, 
after which the whole machine will becgme her sole propertv. 
She falls a victim to this temptation and pledging her future 
savings instals a dish washing machjne ! She can now dis- 
pense with the services of the neighbour, an old woman 
perfiaps, who came in to Irelp wash th^ dishes for half an 
hour daily, thus perhaps saving two shillings a week, but 
slv^has now to attend to the machine herself. If the vacuum 
cleaner or this dish washing machine needs attention, the 
company will send its visiting mechanic to set it right and, 
of course,® make a amaJl charge for his time. In this pianrfhr 

ft • 

both the la^oui* and the money saved by dispensinft*with 
hunftin labour is quickly absorbed by thtJ^manufacturer^ . while 
the simple gardener’s wife sloggers on like a donkey having 
displaced the help jof •other hum%n beings. She has to put 
in extra work intending on those— -her •mechanic^ servants. 
The leisure pfomised to |ier proves illutiory and whatever 
she saves up goes towards the 'purchase of some^ other 
labour • saving device”. She is n^ better off in the^. end. 
If anything she has^to •work harder, aII by herself driving 
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her madhines. The human labour that has been driven out 
of employment here will ultimately turn up at the factory 
gates of the manufacturers for work and wages. The story 
of these we shall trace later. 

, •• 

Has the standard of living of the gardener’s wife chang(5d 
so as to allow her 'opportunities for the free play of^ her 
higher faculties ? Has this complex standard given her more 
time forethought reflection? On the other hand, as she 
has to ^attend to Everything singlehanded s'he may have no 
time even to look into a magazine. She drudges from morn* 
till night. All this for what ? ^Z^er time is tilled up with 
work that brings little of real life.'k^s this '‘living” in the 
proper sense of the word ? It is wors^han mero existence. 

A 

The simple life^ on the other hand, can bo “high” and 
present all that is, finest in human life, perhaps, even belter 

g% 

than a complex life which latter kflls personality as it follows 

1 ^ 

ways set by others. 

I 

Taking the ticcasion of dining, whether the meal is 
taken in Western style or in Indian stj^le theif^ is little 
difference nutritively. The Indian method of eating has 
advantages of cheapness combined with# cleanliness and 
a^ords free scope for one*8 ideas of ar{, in serving. What 
is nu>re colourful than a meal served on a gr-een fresh leaf ? 
The cream rice or cfeapatties with yellow dhal, white dahi, 
r^d chucneys, brown pickles, multicoloured Sfilad . of fresh 
vegetables^ red tomatoes etc., make a«*pl 9 asing sight to start 
with; wheii the me.al is over and the deaves have been 
reriloved only the^ floor remains to be* washed out. The 
diners themselves, who .eat with their fingerg, invariably 
wash their teeth ^and rinse their mouths also after meals, 
which is a most desirable and bygieQic habit. But those 
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^who Use forks and spoons have abandoned this wholesome 
custom. The farthest they may go in this direction is to dip 
'their finger tips daintily in a finger bowl of water and after 
* .cs^h^ning their lips wipe them off with a napkin ! Wherein 
lies^ the^siiperiority or higher quality of the most complicated 
WVstern. style ? The complex manner life increases ex- 
pens^p* wi;thont,»any corresponding benefit in cleanliness or art. 
Therefore, as been already* observeB, the distinction is 
more accurately uiade by calling the West^nai metho^feiVcom- 
plex ” and. ours simple *’ rather than “high ” and “low” 
respectively. y 

' * - 

Within a definifiVmmde of living there can be “high” 
and “ low ” standards Mndicating differing qualities. A man 
who uses fine countS for his dhbties has a “higher” standard 
tban^bne who is content with coars^er' cloth; while one who 
uses suits cut and tailored in Western styi’e with collar, tie 

aryl perhaps a hat, cannot be, for that reason, said to have 

a higher standard than one who uses just a Dhoti and Kurta. 
The hi'twallah certainly has’* an imitation ^complex standard 
while the dhotiwallah is perhaps more original in having his 
^ dhoff (fesigned and woven to his taste locally and definitely 

more sensible in view of the climate. Similarly, one who 

eats plain rice with chillies or pickles has a “ low ” standard 
in comparison with ohe Whcr enjoys a well balanced diet. 

o - " ^ 

The life of one in the “ Parasitic or “ Predatory Eco- 
nomy” is icertatnly leaver than the life of one in “.Service^ 
Economy The stardafd of life of /a multimilltonaire, how^ 
ever expensive itj may be, is “ low ” in compariJr^n with 
that of an ashrAnfite devoted to the service of the land. 


In the preceding . example, wci, discussed the Tn^^’an 
Dewan, who belongs t;o the Economy of Gregation, and hap 
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a highd!r standard of life, whatever his material mode of living 
may be, than the British gardener who at best belongs to 
the Economy of Enterprise. 

i 

The trend in modern life is to follow fashions by inc.ea- 
sing the complexity^ competetively while lowering the human 
standard irb s<y’'doing. 

In America, 'rhomelife is being rapidly broken up by 
false^/deas of lijt'ug being disseminated, k. couple may live 
in a flat of one or two rooms with “ labour saving devices”. 
The husband will go to worA in the morning And so will 
the wife. Each will have'a sn^*.;. breakfast on the -way in 
some cafeteria, and, perhaps, lunch^!: a factory refreshment 
bar or grill, and the two will meet in the evening and have 
their supper in a restaurant and, if theix’ combined income 
is big enough to spori a car, will go for a drive and visit 
a cinema and return to their rooms to listen in to the radio. 
There is no house-keeping, cooking or other attributes of *he 
home. They will not car^ to have the bother of having 
children nor can^their "high” standard of living allow of 
it. These are they who are slaving away for the manu- 
facturers who set the " high ” standard so as to have " hands ” 
readily available for the factories; The casual labour that 
helped the British gardener’s wife, the parlour^ maids and 
other household servants have been driven to tl.e factory 
gates and have had their standards of living "raised^”. 

Buch "high ” standards are advocated not for the 
betterment ^f the peopl4 from altruistic motives but to serve 
the'selii^b ends of interested parties. Manufacturers, apart from 
diverting servants into factory hands, paralyse the freedom 
of action and movement -of their employees by such standards 
being set up. T^e bargaining power of labour is reduced 
^ the proportion in .which material' standards are raised. 
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A Aiill-owner, who desires that his ‘'hands *** should 
not seek periodical digression but should be regular in their 
attendance so that his mill production may bo steady and 
ntJt^hictuate, will plan on his workers leading a complex 
stauclarrl of existence which be will be pleased to call a %igh” 
standard of living. To achieve this ejiA he will pay his 
workers ^higheA wages, support a liberal-welfare scheme, and 
get them accustomed to amenities* of factory life such as clubs, 
tea rooms, games,® cinemas, goorf housing et\>. The rei^lt of 
all this •will be, that the workej^who gets used to live on this 
level gf a complex standard o/the American couple we noticed, 
will be loathe to ch'ang^^sces ever? if his pringiples were 
violated by ^e factory-owner. Such a standard is expensive 
and so he will have no reserves to fall back on in case of 
being«put out of employment, and being habituated to spending 
money on material wants, these would assjime the role of 
necessities without which^ h^ is led to believe, ho cannot live, 
Tlius are his freedom of movement and bargaining power 
curbed ♦and the worker is glue^ dovgn to his work bench. 
Buch a standard functions like a nose-sfring to a bullock. 
It {{'.♦placed there to* neutralize his freewill and to make the 
worker amenable to the will of the employer. 

The high salaries paid to public servants under a foreign 
goyemment^ are of tbi^*nature. Many a patriot has been 
drawn away* from his path of duty by such baits and^as 
been caught in the meshes as to d(|aden his conscience 
into adopting strong measures against his' own peopl^ which, 
he would never hav<) cbnsented to, In his unt£?jqel][ed and) 
detached state. Such persons have thejr sense ui, v:ilue8 
distorted and th^r^will to ^ct has been paralysed by the lure 
[>f colourful and comfortable existence. 

, Again, looking at it from the point of vfew of the bargain- 
ng power of ^apital dud fsfbour, if "any dispute^should arise 
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betweeVi th© eniployer and the workers, the fornfierj. having 
greater financial reserves, can bide his time and wait till th© 
power of resistence of the workers is broken, Th© workers, 
who live on tlioir v/ages cannot hold ('^ut Ion;? before th<^irp?re‘ 
faced with dire need and starvation. But workers., whose 
method of living is simple and, therefore, inexpensive, can 
resist longei than those whose living is comple'*' and expensive. 
Hence also is the efnployer interested in advocating a complex 
staniTird of living for his \ workers so that his workers may 
not be in a position' to barvr^iu with him long. Apart from 
these reasons concerning hia W>is;kers, we have already seen 
how the complex inodes of living au^rd good markets I'or the 
manufacturers as in the case of the Bi'itish gardener’s house- 
hold. So both on the side of produotsor. anl that of sodes, 
the complex standard a profitable one for the manufacturers. 

Industrial nations, like M.merica, follow such a policy 
as being one of enirghtene 1 s"lf-intore4 ” but it is inimital 
to man^ freedom of action and growth of personalitv. 

There are other objectives in intiNvhu uig or following 
a complex standard of lib*, but as these do not concern the 
masses intimately we shall but give a passing notice to such. 

Ostentation calls for a complex s^andetd. ^ A pei^son 
may put his servants in uniform to attract attention or appear 
distinguished. A i^rifonn sinks the personality of the servant 
tad makes him a mere functionary. He ceases to^bo **Raina” 
tor “Dm V’^^hamed?” albd becoines^* “ Boy”, Bearer, Peon, 
Chapra^^ “Driver*! etc. Such servants *( poor creatures that 
t6ey are ) Jo not possess such finery in priVaie life and so hug 
these uniforms and are ^roitd of them. Ostentatious spending 
has been well termed. “ conspicuou.s waste '*• Such habits, in 
country like ours^ must be^fegarded “ criminal waste ’*• 
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Thto exclusiveness can only be ensured by a -Complex 
standard: Travelling first class or paying high rents to live 
in arisifocratic localities are of this category. 

For our cpuntry no one standard can be fixed. Any 
for/h' cfrasen will have to be selected af^er fully taking into 
consideration the local demands of nutritio^, climate^ facilities for 
hun{3n progrev> opportunities for expressing personality, etc. 

In South India, rice as staple food may be j^equate 
but it must be unpolished and/bjJ^Sfced with other Articles 
like milic, dbal, vegetables, fa^^^ta The climate here may 
not call for n\uch cjothin^w anj foot-viiar and a mat may 
be sufficient bedding. Lfihe North, 'wheat may do duty as 
a staple with other articlei;. to balance the diet. The severe 
cold of winter may fJlaAl for more clothing an.j^ footwear, charpoys 
or coi?8 etc. So what is a, necessity intone place may be a super- 
fluity in another. Hencejthe ’leed to judge •the mode of life 

in close relationship with local circumstfinoes and environment. 

1 . 

If the norm chosen is lo *^ad to permanence ana non- 
violencb, it should fit into the local 'fecongmy of the people. 
We have, in an eajlier chapter, noticed how nature works 
in tfifes, the life of one unit forming the complement of 
another — and how, if this cycle is broken, violence is generated 


accompanied by destruction. The acc,epted standard of living, 
besides pi:pvnKpg the'oppbrttfnity for the development of rae’s 
faculties *and'jayihg <Ait the method of expressing one’s perso- 
nality* should also form a link between various miynbers 
of society" wheiteby tile better oQuipped the lew fortU^*^ 
nately placed ones. • * ‘ ' X] 

The British^atdener’s beds may be Equipped wim spring 
mattresses. Th/se* are maqufaotnred in factories with the 
labour of thosa who, formerly, were helpers in the gardener’s 
hoi^ehold cleaning carpets and washing ’dishes — but T?ere 
disnlnoed by labour waVllbr devides and dra^ away by 
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the factory o^i^ner by the lure of a complex standard, of life. 
Such mattresses are made of steel springs which ure them- 
selves factory products. If any part of the mattress requires 
attention the factory’s “ service squad ” will have to be 
There is no organic ^unity between the life of the g^opla ^and 
the production of such a mattress. 

Our Dewan, leading a high but simple *life, may jleep 
on a ,mat, not necessarily a coarse one. ' It may well be 
a “ l^^tumadai crea^’^#D wHh silk warp and made of reeds 
split into thiptytwos or finer. Those mats* are cooler 

than quilts or mattresses and"i!!rey are local products. The 
making of these provides scope for the matweavers to develop 
their sense of art and skill in workmanship and affords an 
outlet for their creative faculty; thus it helps in building 
and expressing ther personality. These mats have Various" 
artistic designs v^orked into them and are so supple that they 
can be folded like silk. They are clean being washable. 
Of course, the high quality orfjs are expensive. Mats may 
range from 8 annas a pair to Rs. 200 each accordin*g to the 
material used and workmanship involved. What the Dewan 

V 

may spend on these will go directly to support and iiTcrIntain 
the artisans and their families and so forms a complete cycle 
with the locally available reeds which constitute the raw 
‘materials. Such an economy dees 7 iot<Tequiraitlie Army, the 
Navy and the Air Force to secure thecr rkw materials, find 
or make the markers and to keep the long ocean lanes open 
^rand safe. Hence(' they havo no need of violence, as would 
•be the , CP'* w -4^ the 'Dew*an, patronizeli spring mattresses made 
in Brituin and inoluded them in his ‘*Qto.ndard of Living’*. 

. Similarly also De wan’s dhoti and .other clothing, 
being of fine Khadi, made to order, will encourage local spin- 
jiere^and WMvers and ^fiford them'fu^l scope for development. 
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Ip!" such a manner, everyone of our requirem ents, should 
be so I'jdlEed up with local production and the 

peopleaffouAd us as to form a solid well-knit economy. Only 
, tlmn \fill it lead to permanence, as it will promote healthy 
grow^trwithout destruction by violence. / 

Frequently, the standard of life is (/escribed in terms of 
^money and ma^ei^als without any refereij^eto the Bvesof those 
around liis. Such\ standards are artifichf^ai^ so are unstable and 
being superimpose^ and superficiaWill not be permanent having 
no root ja the very life of the p^jpdl?^pli e_Br itish gardener’s 
standard of life* is laid ouj^.-^nthat fa’shionT^ueh lead to 
regimentation «nd standai^ization^wlych ^re soul-killing. 
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Tkere is i^o need thus to determine all the details that go 
to malce life, diliat we need to do is to take care of ^'e mini- 
mum that is essential, and direct the productivity of the'^npopln 
by conditioning their environments and making raw matj^f^k. 
etc. available to thwm, and then safely leave the resiiisd iheir 
initiative and their 'ingenuity without further interference. 
Just as, if v^e want to raise the level of Water in. a tank, 
all we need to do is Jo' iucrease the quantity of water in the 
tank. ''The level will rise of its own accord in obedience to 

Ti 

nature s laws without <anj> orther aid from us. 

*• . • 

If people in oi)r counfry ar^rtarving or going about ill- 
clad, they are neither sliming for a teauty contest nor are 
they following the cult of the nude I They know how and 
what to eat and wH^t to. put %n. What *1!: needed is not a 
schedule but the goOJs'^arlicles of food and clothing. We 
have to take stepe* to make it f’ossiMe to produce these in 
needed quantities. 

If we increase prqductivity of the masses and direct 
consumption, so as' lo afford a ready local market, the stand- 
ard of living of the people will automatically rise. a 

natural formation of a standard will proclaim the culture 
and genius of the people, and will be permanent being rooted 
in.^he life of the people. 

The British gardener’s standard of living was strictly 
in^idualistio in th{>t it was not correlated tq. the l\{e of the 
people around hini' ' It was confined to the four walls of his 

• . - f.. 

house. It^Is said ‘ Ai|^ Englishman’s house ^is castle”. YeS} 
it effectively shuts out the world however mqch of material 
creature comforts it' may ^provide for those inside. Such isola* 
tion from the life ^ currents around them is caused in our 
cc^untry ulso by those wl^ follow ''s'estem modes of I iff. 
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TfhV norm we seek for is not for a or 

even a jbiass or group but for the local population as a whole. 
TUsafe^eans the norm will interlink the life of everyone. 

'^ay, our ancient village organization 'attempted some- 
thi9g(p^he^se lines when it tried to asflj|&e every inhabitant 
his subsistence by allocating an annual share to each from 
out pf the total^produce of the village, in^he form of “Baluta”, 
“Padi”, etc., to ite members who* sfrve £ls barbers, chamars, 
mochis. This system recognize^ th%U they ^11 forme(J‘ one 
corporate 'whole. But what we^Sm 

for hodily existence, but a provision also /for op^rtunities of 
development o*f the liighc/^ creative faculties o& no^tn- 

To refer again to-nur Dewan, w^en' he wants a leather 

• * ^ , a i - i ' 

case for his papers, he would call mochi, specify the 

quality of leather he requires, and the shape, size and acco> 
mmodation needed. The^tuochi, in his turn may get the 
chamar to tan the required. Equality leather. All this will 
preseAt> several problems whi'ch will have to be solved. This 
provides scope for ingenuity and rAottf^fulness. Thus the 
Deyrcads demand opens up an opportunity for the exercise 
of the creative faculty of those around him. If instead, 
the Dewan walked* into a British store and bought a ready 
made artiol9>,^uch a.bry>f case may^not be exactly what he 
wants ast he had^ only to choose out of the ready stock.'^Be> 
sides, *he may nut even have exercised his mind as to what 
be wa^s... The.thinki'jig would have beei\done in advi^'t^j 
for him by the manufacturers, not for bigt^n particular, bu^ 
as a general proi^s^ion. When he Jordejh a thing I'>cally he 
himself thinks ^ tiie various details and decides the kind bf 
article he wants and then directs those around him to produce 
t Jn thifl<^ way, the jife and tbong;ht ofi the consumer is 
dosely* entwined with ^e Mife *.and • j^e^tive faculty ' of 
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producei , ^6 ach ^attempting to solve the problems fei^ii^ulated 
by tfie otbeft Our lives are not independeiviH*' *9ntities 
but are closely associated one with another. A ptoperv stan- 
dard of life will then be the silken strand which stringy 
gether the goodly pt)arls of life-individual members o£6sbhiety. 
Such is the Dewan’s^ standard of living in that it connected 
up his life i^ot only ^vith those of the spinners, we»ver-, 
matmakers, chamar^, &ou!ii&< etc., but also With his dumb 
fellow creatures such ^ the^goat that fed .on his dining leaf. 
No man liveth jintOt<vinl^^:if.' When factory made articles 
are used ther j is no^ such living touch with the people around. 
Then the sfkndard 6i living*' is couipled to lifeless machines 
which are producers without any creative faculty that can 
be developed. 

Hence, our nogm^ of life must be such as to bring to- 
gether as a living, organizm the., various sections of society in 

J .. 

healthy co-operation. Such a norm will not be calculated to 
be of use to isolated and segrregated individual only but will 
function as a binding cement of society as a whole. » There 
will then be mutuaf ttast; unity and happiness which will be 
a source of strength and not of discord, iii that societ^f^"- % 

The staple of raw cotton taken by it;self is flimsy and 
VKieak. But when thoutsands are spun together and the 
strands are twisted into a cabled rope it will be strong enough 
to tow an ocean liner. Such should be the result produced 
;by a satisfactory standard of living. It should be designed 
Pb bring together t'46 consumer and the producer into such inti- 
mate reldtibnsmp'as^ to i^lidify society into a consolidated 
moss which alone can lay claim to permanence. 



CHAPTER XII 


WORK 


^.Although a most commonly used wc/d yet “work” is 
pefh^p&i.pne of the few words whose meaning people never 
take the trouble to consider. What is w^rk ? What function 


take the trouble to consider. What is w^rk ? What function 
does*it perform in the economy as ord^ned by nature ? 

• ^ ^ jy 

One of the great problems facing *the nations today is 
the provision of ^^ork for the so nt is imperative 

that tfie significance of work^ •^l^uld l^e^*^iy^comprehended. 
In an earlier^chapter, we considered how in nature the vari- 
ous factors that make for continufty and perirjinence are 
brought together by njitural agents to serve the eternal order 
6f the universe— vformi^ as f^tilizers* of the soil, birds as 
carriers ^nd sowers of seeds, bees'as fertilizers of plant life, 

' Such is work and such is the life mission pf these creatures 

in nature. ^ 

• y • 

As regards man also,. wx discussed what life was, and 
what fts constituents were, apa^ frem mere existence. As 
distinct from the lower orders, maxTcouIa exercise his free- 
wiJi rfffd bring together diverse units of nature to serve their 


purposes better. In so doing he himself can develop his facul- 
ties and also be dhle to express his^ personality through the 
application his ifcald ofr values in solving the practicdl 
problem^ before* him. This then constitutes work foreman 
and also its function. 

V. ■ '. * • N . . ^ i 

Foi- a projjer understanding of what^work is, ft is iieoe- 

taary to consider^tbe* simplest fornfjof itlinlhe early history 

of man, shorn ot'All its manifold ithd infusing appendages 

with which i|^ is enbhr^ude^ todays Thi origin of work, in 

its purest, form, can bp traced to tin eaifty days of mahVhen 

hie wnys Ifegan to diVerge^frem thuee of ^ inatinot-dfiyen 
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• animals<^[heii lie began to make himself tools out atones. 
His "Vork was \o supply his own needs using his iilC^fligence, 
forethought andUresourcefuIness in a way similar to’J?,ow’ 
bird builds itself b nest and goes about in search of' fpod. 
Man worked to ser^f^e and please himself. There >^a^ Jio 
wage other than the 'satisfying of his personal wants. This 
activity waf‘ healthy V^nough to sharpen his faculties a&d to 
let him grow as a thinking animal. He brought his finds 
and kills home to his ^mple^ave dwelling' where his women 
dressed them and ^-^yrtlTeftiL. ready for eating. Thus* began 
housekeeping^ as the beginning^ of woman's" work. To this 
day, at le^t *n our cc^untry, women's ' work'' follows this 
pure form of supplying one's needs oneself iiJ one’s own 
home. 

* • ^ t » 

Constituent Elemeirtl of Work: When work is analy- 
sed it is found that it is a con^pound of many parts, each 
contributing its share towards^ the* achievement of the final 
goal. In the main it consists of routine and rest, progress 

A 

and pleasure. We cannot is Mate any one of those from the 
others and constitute a Ifving unit capable of existence 

by itself, we cannot give the routine part of it to on6i».uman 
and the resting part to another, neither can a third party 
apporpriate all the pleasure to himself. Im music, each note 
ha^ its characteristic timihg or rest, which forms integra- 
part kjS the note itself which would have, no meaning, without 
that period of rest A man, who aspires to becoipo a musil 
has to put in 'hours of routine practice of scales and 
chords^ onl^ by sW doing can he uUimateTv obtain the joy 
of rendering in music his^leep emotions. .This routine cannot 
be ^detailed out to pnb so that another mcftr feel the joy of 
success. One may i^8siv;')ly enjoy mi^iic— tune in the radio: 
But, that does not piake ar musician of one.- Similarly, every- 
thing^^ that is wdlrth doing), demandc repeated practice* 
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Tqc'take another example, a proper die^ is. constituted 
of roughage, nutritive elements and taste. Om who desires 
'the taste only without the bother of^asticating the 
wh^e‘meal, may, with the help of moden^l^ience, get what 
he vantk>.but be will not be able to sust^ himself on it for 
any length of time. So also the roughage in our diet plays 
the most importftnt part of aiding difte^on and full assimi- 
lation. Similarly, all the constituent /arts work are essential 
to get the best out*of it and to it its definite ptvrpose 
ordained* by nature. 


Since time infmemorial, man has used his freewill in 
trying to bredk up work into its component parts, passing on 
the routine to those ,wluiware helpless .to resist and appropri- 
acing #o the strong* the pleasures 'to bo ^derived from work. 
The routine was shouldered w the 'slaves while the master 
enjoyed the fruits of his i'Sbpi^y'Hrbe civilizations of Greece 
and Borne were based on su^b misappropriation of pleasure 
and arrudance of routine. COnse^ently they have perished 
leaving behind just their ashes of to tell their tale 

as a^^SATning to us. * Bot heeding this, the modem industrial 
empires are repeating the same effort reserve for the manu- 


facturing countries the benefits and pleasures, while shifting 
unmitigated drudgery > to . ra}v matonal producing countries.' 
Being contrary'^ the prder ordained by nature, such attefllpts 
are beund to fail. In our own times we have a visible 

o 

demonstration of the devastating violence 5;enerated by such 
efforts to thwart t^ature? lliese period icai,^lobai wars are 
the means through ^hioh the empire cunutries are tryig to 
impose their will oA the rest of mankind.; For a while they 
may appear to.$ucceed, hjiit since the Need !of destruction and 
decigr is in it, any sifch organization b^gbt about, by 
violent "means will perifh ih tiife cour^^. ... 
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We noticed, in a previous ' chapter, how the uptahers of 
“labojir savins^evices” by their successful high pressure sales 
organization droge out household servants, farmers ai^d field 
labour, and concerted them into factory “hands” for^^iom- 
selves to- tend th^'r machines. Such a transforma^.ori- in 
England naturally hft its countryside uncultivatr:! a? there 
was none to^ attend to the farms and fields. No country can 
live on coal, iron anoJbK. It must have food. This made 
it imperative for England \o hold other countries in political 
subjection to obtain s ipplies and o?her materials, as 

it cannot 'afFoi;(l--4*-'^<f(^ such essentials on the tender 

mercies of offers or leave it to the vagaries of unaided private 
commerce. , Otter countiUes, naturally, will not meekly submit 
to such subjection, and, hence, violence has become the 
foundation stone of .life in Ennjlaud. 'Il^eiy alternate genera- 
tion sheds its youth and taleAt on the battle fields to accomplish 
and maintain its organization. If^ this a sensible arrangement ? 
Generally speaking, the mati\m^^ the street will acknowledge 
the futility of this method v bich has to be sustained by 
periodical slaugher of the rimocents. Therefore, to confuse 
the issues, all the^'incuii, / available— 'advocating a complex 
standard of living, a system of education giving false TS;fu?s, 
glorifying violence — have been used to mislead the public, 
whose unquestioning support is needed to'ihaintin such an 
oeder. The devastating effects of such propaga>rah are to be 
noticthi in mothers' sacrificing the lives of ‘tfieir sens with 
pride for such a purpose, and wives urging their husbanfis to 
ipsk themselves on the battle-fields. Is it natural for a mother 
to take pride in^ fhq fact that her sdta has' been trained to 
murder other innocent sons on a mass pcefie and get killed 
hi&self in the efiEpi^ ? Can a loving wife contemplate ‘the 
sacri^ce of her belo\|ed oA the altar oiJ>Tntemati4/nal robbery ? 
Yet, jthese reanlts^havq, {been obtainec^ by infusing into ♦he 
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minds oflbe people a scale of false values, whi^i treacherously 
►inforces them to use their freewill to stray into paths of 
violeroe and destruction, which in their no^al lucid thinking, 
they wojald naturally flee from. 

,^To make such a perversion p|ssy5Ie violente has been 
glorified’; Mur3er in retail is vi.^ite^*-liy ^capital punishment. 
But murder in wholesale of innojibut^^ung promising lives 
is re weirded by national honour'^||>>*^".!g i<r;Orded to the' doers 
of such dastardly deeds, by the conferment ot\i^^^es, by erect- 
ing monuments in their memory^ in^holy places 'tof worship 
such as the^Westminster Alfbey or St. Paul’s Cathedral. Is 
there not something rafdically wrong in a system which has 
to resort to such devious ways^o maintain itself? The public 
is rendered senseless by having ita fimJr feelings benumbed 
by this topsy turvy orde^^ complex standard of living, 
w^ considered in the pre^o^s chapter, is helpful in that it 
leaves the people no time fbo i^ntemplate the situation in 
calmness. It keeps them solf-satisTfctfam^omplacent, leaving 
those in power to pursue their endAunhampered. 

The modus pperandi is simplicity itself. Wa saw that 
as ordained^ by^ patera ^ man workff only to satisfy himsejf. 
Sc) his i^nt^^'Urp the dfrect stimuli for him to put foisth the 
effoxt. Increase his wants and the greater will be his effort* 
Here is the raison d'etre of the advocacy of a created mul- 
tiplicity of want^ in ot]jier words, of the «v? called ‘^raising 
of his material s^ndard of living of makivig^t complex, which 
we noticed functitoed like a nots^-string to a bullock, • It 
curbs man’s ^ will res^icting his fteedorn of movement aad- 
action and directs hin^nto the wa;^ dediwd by the dne^who 
h(ftds«the deins. The pne% igh^ is i^^dTer sucl^ kad* is /soon 
bereft of his reasoning faculties an irfollows unqaestiotiingl.y. 
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We also* noticed that to-day the ^orld is liinder the 
heels of the lA^ge scale manufacturer, who stands to gain by 
stifling the voici of the people and by spreading an orgcawa^i- • 
tion which will chj^g him profits either way. During pe^ce 
interludes he rnakes^ and sells bicycles, ani, while war plouds 
darken the skies he turns his attention to the manufacture 
of bombs and guns. ’ his dictates, camouflaged .by self- 
interest, the foolish liuhlic-Jay down gladly the lives of their 
beloved to make^ this'jjjglgr possible. A.II this is directed to- 
wards i8olatingL.tJ^?^t6utine^ Jement of work with the disci- 
pline it mvqh^Gs, and securing only the satisfaction and plea- 
sure whichflaHour well done brings with it. 

Wholesome work provides our with energy, health 
and rest just as a well balanced diet does. Tt provides b^odily 
exercise while affording, at the same time, opportunities for 
mental developmchit, and iakt|sf?^otion. The modern tendency, 
however, is to avoid the discipline work involves, passing 
it all on to one class^^of ’society which is helpless, 
reserving to the dot;::ina7\^ class all the pleasure able conse- 
quences of work. It isj^?ought to distil out the conippnent 
parts of work to this end and then the bodily exercise alone in 
a pleasurable form, without the drudgery^ part of work, is 
obtained in pill form in games ^like G^plff Oricket, 

liockey. Football, etc. which are all naturf-dy expensive 
luxuries beyond the reach of the poor. 

Truncating work in this manner is like *the way they 
manage on oceanJinera to provide the musclhs with the kind * 
of movements they are accustomed to on** I, and in games and 
hobbies which forcobvious reason? cannot be indulged in' on 
On such liners jihe gymnasii^ns are equipped with 
maoWues which ytovide; the 8ubstit|iteg for horse-ridic^ 
boating, etc/. Tidhorsemjitf bestrides a dnddle oh a meohanioal 
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horse,- hpldinpr the reins switches on the electric contraption 
into a “trot** or a “gallop”. The saddle/gives the semb- 
iiuVc’ of jerks one gets on a horseback on land although here 
<li^ rider has no live spirited animal uni^r him. Similarly, 
there^^are oars for the boating enthusiast to pull away at, 
seating himself at a bench and kicjjfing his feet on to a rest. 
Thi^oars are •provided with sprinfs /lo give the resistance 
of water. Here we have horseri^g an8 boating bereft of the 
naturafpleasures^attendant on themT??^ land>-the scenery, the 
pleasure of movement through the air'ai/J over water. For 


a few days for the duration of the voyage, sucl.^ contrivances 
will answer the purpose bj^t they bannot he substitutes for 
all time for the natural counterparts. 


^ Thus is work broken ‘into the component parts into 
routine and play, and some neopIe«ar9 delegated for all time 
to do the hard routine, ev^d ^ fewyhpproprlate to themselves 
tbo play part of it. When vrork is eo divided without the 
balancing factor, the routine! be^^mes drudgery and the play 
part becomes indulgence. Both^hM*ogj;>ally detrimental to 
huraan^ progress and well being. TiW slave dies of privations 
and the lord of over indulgence. TAese efforts, which have 
been made repeatedly thibugh the\ ages, have adequately 
demonstrateed over., end over again iheir impotency to lead 
mkn to bis ,ti^tarity. fn our own geqsration, this attempt 
to secure thetpleasufes apart from the discipline has let loose 
on humanity the wolves of war, pestilence, famine and*deatlL 
Are we not to'(xy “6alt” wd take note.? 



CHAPTER XIII 


^DIVISION OF LABOUR 

No one will dispute the benefits to be obtained f a 
division of labour, which \iakesfor specialization and efficiency. 
In onr land, such spkii^ization has held sway since time 
immemorial, and it ll^ gone to seed, having become 

hereditary and Cdste ba^^d. Such an extreme has also led 
to difficulties and'"uo’*a blind alley. 

Undei plea off a whplesome division of labour, 
Western industnaHsts have broken up work into minute pro- 
cesses in such a way that wo|:lr andr ^—..dcjery have become 

* » 

synonymous fterms associated with all the undesirable uua- 

ii r 

lities of a curse. 


Work, to be heaKhy and beneficial to the worker hirfi- 
self, apart from all considerat^ftns!*of the product, should have 
diversion and varietjfcJijl^i^Jcient me-isure in every sub-divided 
unit of it to prevent its^ becoming a strain on the T\^rves, 
There is, therefore, a limit beyond which division of labour 
cannoi^ go without impugning its claims to yrholesomeness. 


The sub-divid^ \vnit must be near a Yrhole* industry 
in itself as it possibly can be and not be reduced to a mere 
procesa of an industry. For instance, if carpentry is to be 


1 » . . • 

fhib-dtvidtd, it may .well be into wheel-wrir^ts and oil-mill 
makers. These t wo\ire highly skilled departments each affording 


full scope for ftfcultie'' of the artisanl^. f The products also 

■ complete marketable' i^Ats. Instead^^of this, if these crafts 
were "itticner sub-diyided .into makerr spokes 'and felloec 
for tl^e. wheels^Q^ the ohe hanj* ftpd' hewerc of ^wo'&d 
on‘ lhe/[x)ther; 'it .would’ be verging on Shrudgery . In leathex 
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.‘cratt, shoemafcing or even specializing in chappals ean be a 
hesltby unit, while the mere cutting out of pieces of leather 
for the soles or the uppers of shoes cannot stand by itself 
as a healthy sub-division. In modern *fac^ries, such division 
of ^^rk into its minute processes has gone to such an extent 
as tff*^mit a man’s operation and aMeirtion to driving a nail 
or screwing on a nut bolt. Take ajahce factory .• An electri- 
cally driven belt moving horizontally wj^l carry hundreds of 
lasts on which the various opera tj6n^pAdental to the making 
of a shjDe will be performed by the r;fperators stationed all 
along the line. .As the bare last moves up the ^ first man on 
the line, who*willh^ve by his si(}eaj)otoi sticky paste and a 
brush, will d^h the last with^he paste on the sole as it passes 
in front of him. H e tyilj repeat this operation on hundreds 
of lasts that will moy^^as^lftn from eight in the morning 
till fiVe in the everting #vith a^breafe fcjrlunch in the middle. 

To repeat such ‘acit^slfor e^^t hours a day for 300 
djfys in the year is enough t(\cause a nervous strain which 
will aeyd the worker/to the Vna(N|^u^e whatever may be the 
wages offered. 

,, oIa it any wodder that in the n^st industrialized country 
in the world, in the U.S.A., more pe«le suffer from nervous 
disorders than all other forms of Alments Man’s consti- 
- J u Tlrfre -wra* mc«e putieiits sufieriu/^rom mental di&caBOH in tlfc 
liospitala q| Amerfta* lAiaa other diseAfiF^llpibiiiod. One %jrg,dpxit 

out oL every 16 At school ‘there tofhty will spend part of^hib^Ufo in an insane 
asylum. If you .are 15 years of age, the cluncos are 1 but of 20 ttlat you 
will be* confined in jn institution fox the mentally, ill for 7 yedl-s of yoi^ 
life. During the last\ooade, mental disoasM have almost double^. If this 
Appalling rate of inerts \ continues for Mother odhtury, half the entire 
populfition will bo in the insane a|ylum6 an\ t]^e other half will be outside 
trying to support#^ them by Axes. ( P. 65%liography of Mayo.JJroj^i'ff'j." 

Ref: Five ^nute Biograpfins by Dale, tai^egie,' ^blisbers Vora & Go., 
Eal&nlev^, Bombay.'^ 
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.ttttion iE^ aot an inanimate maehine. His system crflls for 
a -balance of operations which will exercise all his faculties. 
This condition can only be ensured by a wide enough unit' 
of work. 


Too small units, which are merely processes, are ^.^sh'iy 
wasteful of man por^er^s it puts workers out of action in 
a short time' A hard^o^ing labourer is made a wreck«.by 
the time he reaches ye^ of age. But this wastage is 
shifted ^from the jnanu!ht2«urer to society by the wage system 
rendering it possible^^Or the industrialist to flouristi in spite 
of this great loss in man power. The employer is totally 
unconcerned with the dea^^^uction his system of 'work causes. 
If one of his workers breaks down he is immediately dib- 
charged and a more youthful ong There is no 

love lost. The employer ihi,nkL, no more oi dispensing ^jvith 
a man who has wreckidk his life ii^ his service than of throwing 
away a smoked bit of a cigar./ Jf' anything, in casting off 
such worn out persons' he syids to gain as the younger 
man may bring in more ener^. There is^o laibility attaching 
to the employer for <a;p4ijr'^ing the life out of his 'man. I» 
this not a callous waste Af human faculitles and life ? .Can 
such waste lead us to pei manence ? Any little higher wage 
such workers may appeii[^ to enjoy is but ibp realization of 
prjssent value of their lifS after 45^ye|irs,of ag^e. . * 

, f ’ 

' ''An exces^ivjS' emphasis laid f.a wages, the, product or 

the maintenance .of a complex standard of life, ignoring the 
higher faculties of man, deprives man of the^e of ' his free> 
twill and distorts his scale values. 


< . Under such circums^ihces the labourer’s condition wd 
are like that of a Irtfllock that d^es an o?l milL The 
bullock^eing blind fdided. ^es not see Svhere or how. it go^, 
.Being^/Spntrplled^y its nost; stringv .'^hiehiis net even g&ided 
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by a ipain but is only fixed to the machine itselV, the animal 
turns ^temally to the left walking round and round all day 
within a circumscribed area getting nowhere by its movement. 
Np doubt the oilpresser gives it a lijtle oijpake, with a coni- 
pi'lacent 'feeling of generosity, out of the lot that is made by 
the bl&llock’s toil during the day ^ Oxxr milll^nds fare no 
better. • The joy of life and the h^l^^y atmosphere of free- 
dom are not for them. They arp deprived of all opportuni- 
ties of growth a^d development.^ Vtmis not work as designed 
by nature. Hence it can only bring to the workers ruin and 
decay of their 'higher faculties. No money wage can com- 


pensate for that less. 


While the Manufacturers thus attempt to avoid for 


themselves drudg«!ffy"8nd a^l^opriate only the play and plea- 
sure of work our sQpiali&tjf frieuds-*^j(feam of scooping out 
leisure from work. Proper jy undorstood* work of the right 
sort contains ^leisure or^riW of res,t within itself. Leisure 
is an integral part of work jibt as re^t is an essential com- 
poneiit a musical note, TheMwO cannot be taken apart. 
Leisurb is not a poinplete cessatijn of all activities. That 
■wui’ be death. Neither is leisure iijle time. Idleness leads to 
dotorioration. Beneficial leisure prlvides rest to one faculty, 
while. oijhe r palrts of our personaliw are being exercised. A 
mental wor^r ^t his desk tweeds an a yi^ft b obby like gardeYimg 
to foroi a implement » the nervous s tja iu, caused by desk 
yffork. Any work to fi)]^ its proper func^n ord§ined by 


natiire; &p 4,rtgt muitilated by man, must^contain tho^e com0e- 
lUentayy parts itself. 


lUentayy parts itself. 

Once I was'^isouMing tirA aspect of work with an 
expSTfeooed ^engiaeerV* He reniarked'tbat he could 

there can be And rest it time. ' To explain 

ibis TOMretioally it' Qiil^i^lt, but tol^mcSastr|£tfl ‘it is 
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"SSsy, aad so I suggested he should visit anf artisaa anl 
analyse the proposition himself. He accepted this suggestion 
and took me to a schooUmaster who eked out his living by 
making caps and requested me to point out wherein lay leisd^e 
and wherein djyersion 'orl^est in the making of caps. 

• !.■ 

The school-ma^r, on being asked to show us how he 
set about the taqk ofSin'.king a cap, broug)pt out his work 
basket, took a piece of* plush~*like material and cut out an 
oval shaped piece. Then taking some red coloured lining cloth 
cut out also a similar piecj^u To this he attached’ some pieces 
of old newspaper and stitched sorig^ floral desigiM with the 
sewing machine, and then sewed thi^'oti to the plush top. 
A-fter that with punches he fixea some eyelets through these to 
serve as ventilating Koles .on t^> top ’of the cap. While the 
master was busy with his manifoln derations, I was explaining 
to the engineer that the obtainins^of the raw maierial presente^l 
certain problems for the mas^ to solve in^ntemational tra^e as 
the plush came from the red lining cloth frr^u Japq,p* 

that when the master was occupied with thsr cutting operations 
with his scissors one facibty of his was functioning, when he 
was sewing on the floral /lesign the artistic /acuUv, when he 
w.as punching on the ewdets for ventilatijirs still another part 
of hie .nervous syf<*tc : • was called I'lto action, d’vo'rting his 
energies from th^ artistic employn^nt the facuKy of wi^icb 
w^ now having its rest, 

' While we were talking about these makers the master’s 
little child cried in the baq .;yard of the Promptly the ’ 

roas ter got up, left his and Lan the child, pickUir, it 

up sdOUe'd his wife youn<](l.y for alIpKnng 'the child to cry 
while ;|risifeon «re in 'the hoijse. ^.]WhiLe the ntasterf/ wUs 
haS'ifig.;thi8'uiiipoIy row witd.Ui8'8poiise P said to the engineer. 
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“ There, now he is having his relaxation • and recreation 
The engineer burst out into a laughter and gbt up to go saying ^ 
“ I fuUy grasp your meaning 


Life when it is allowed to fan it<r natural course is 
i%s«nrcefui\pough to provide for Aself all it needs without 
any further Qbnscious effort on ouf part. 

Such then is work and ‘ite fui^ion in life. It rnake.^ 
it possible for man to use his faculties and develop^ himself 
during his own life-time and leave behind bim his personality 
indelibly stambed on the product of his work'that which is 
the best paft of him. • • 

' V / » 

We* saw h ^*an artist transfers his sense of beauty 
to a piece of coiSyas and^jeaves 'behind a masterpiece for 
posterity to cherish and adjamre. Wfi’ile'that artist was dabbing 
bits of paint on to th(^^vas it must* have seemed hard 
»work-drudge^ of days an\ days. • But such labour had to 
go into theji^king a masteHi^ece. A lithograph may avoid 
..j|Ujib^cl*i|dgery and hardwork baj^J^nroducts are as waste- 
paper when compared with the prk of the real artist. 

. 9 • 


Even before the work of ibe picture is launched on, 
hoi;g*s.Q^ hard- work were necessarJL for the skillful mixing of 
^tiints •and ^blending "colours. '^%^olours U8e4 /a-i '♦he 
A^anta Capes mffst ba^ taken deqadeyto evolve to have 
attained such perfpctteii as to have lasted all these many 
cenyiesp .'^^ fl.artista Xthose times did.no6 grudge the lalxhu 
on and poitorily pa^ its obeisance to them for thefr 
>.peei1ess gift. artists^iditot dHjViceways and njeans* 

r?Jfi|gBnaih*g the el^t vi^thout tJe,labo&r involved, Natare 
isu hard' 2askmaster.« It ne^j^Sjawa^s permanence to grud- 
gi^ly -yrenderd wisfi^o attain] perman^Ace we 
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must putMn wh(J'3 work, no transient labour which satisfies 
only the passing moment will answer the purpose. Nature 
refuses to be browbeaten or cheated. 


Sipailarly, a beaui'ful emblem of devoted h'Sts 
been bequeathed to gefneimions yet unborn by those cuators 
who hewed out of living lock the whole edifice of a ter.iple 
at Ellora. That sense of proportion and symmetry are noi 
the result of an atterirpS^to shirk work nor the outcome 
of seeking shortcuts so as to avoid labour. It is the product 
of an opportunity square!y faced. Labour properly directed 
blesses those wbo workr^euf^ also the products of "their labour. 

S ^ 

To give out one more example faithful work well 
done, there is a steel pillar nes<r the Kutab Minar at Delhi 
bearing an ancient ini^criptk)n. '/his pillMr has stood in the 
open exposed to shn and rain, heat and cold for centuries 
on end, yet, there is not *a speck -^/f rust on it. -^he compositic i 
of this alloy has confounded best of moden/ metallur*yists. 
The iron-smiths of ol d^ w hcdrast this wonderful pir‘4.i ‘£t/^ 
seek any shortcuts to pic^duce this effect. ^ They did not shirk 
the routine labour and dbcipline involved in manufacturing 
such metal. They took v«ork as nature meant it to bo. Hence 
we have this monument <f<iclaring that fact to us to4i&y. . 

One wouldt associate the id^ a of wealth and comfort 
with the industry ;f mining gold. Bi^t this system of relegating 
r*.adgery to one class and appropria'.ing pleasure by i. -mother 
, has made the district of the most^famoqs gqfd mines :.^.India 
one of the poorest localitiey. Jae farmey^ that district has? 
^been reduced to such a^V^etched,. condition finarf\is.ilri,^^\v-.« 
he IS •driven* to maintain a; “ dual purpe^se cow a 

yieldi^ a few drops of milk at one ^ipie -and when <^^y .is 
uaeji to plough the land I 
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Whfle on a visit there I was taken do^n; I he .shaft of 
jne of the deepest mines —about 7000 ft. — There in darkness 
made visible by small Davy’s lamps men worked in tunnels, 
blast ing the rock, in dust, dirt and dMger from morning till 
0V^int?*rJTr'*r^itlance that hardly ijelped to keep the wolf 
from thV) door..^ The strain of this labour was so^reat that 
men^ were completely done up when forought up ifito the fresh 
air and light. This district contributes ihe greatest revenue 
from liquor to the^State. Is it a wcMwlm that^after the nerves 
I'f the -miners had been strained i , .this extent thaf they 
should find refug?^ in the oblivion provid^S^d by merejful alcohol ? 
Venereal diteSses a^e also rampaiTt^aLuMig suclj^miners. Wher- 
rer the ner’Anis syjjitom is qwerwrou^t it is but to be expected 

.11 11. • X? 1* 


3V 

hat it will haturallil fus^ 
vine, and women .•^^his IS 
I urn an constitution. At*the e 



dr relaxation made available in 
athological condition of the 
of n*/ visit, when the manager- 


f the mine asked if I^ould suggest any sdcial welfare work 

■ 


htit he can intHduce for tfie^etnermant of the conditions of 
il'e of the I yave hisn thi^e two alternatives — ]. The 

work will be to restoji^ |^e dignity of work and 
ibour J)y closing down such a mike, or in the alternative^ 
. To provide more liquor shops to Aablo the men to drown 
leir miseries. Itjs needless to saylthat these shocked the 
lana^ger, and that n^either of them vrsro found acceptable 
'rtf'^comp'any v^fis one Vhiuh paid •* -i.*— j-- 


loi^ey and gold wer 


1 •heaviest dividends: 
mucj) more to tKein htynl&n beings. 


aturi 




j 


it 


ci^ve^^l benefit from wo^k as designed 
have tu^eep as chyo as wo can to the simple original . 


of work witl^^vjt dividin^^t ijp ir*<fv*its ineflfecti\o parts, 

A\ • ■ 

r - We saw. that nature >TewaWted— work in 

\wyplesome manner corflimi^g'^^^nefits ouMjbe worker, 
•uchjbenefits derived, fro*nf^drk/d^re the natural jlwjages. 
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As l^e bpcf^me more and more complex, division of 
labour was brought into being by man with a dole in the 
form of a money wage representing a share of the natural 
benefit derived on thn whole. But such complications need 
not carry us dff ou^^ track if we constantly 
function o^ work befoi'^us. , ^ • 

Unfortunately, since the appearance of the wage s'i^ftem, 
the emphasis had i^hifteds^from the function of work to the 
product of work, so nnr6h so that today tl/o product holds the 
field to the exclusion of the function. An employer thinks 
of the prodr ct he can S';3ll with the greatest profit in the open 
market. He proceeds' obtain^ such products with the least 
cost. He offers a w^ge for lAi-king ii; The* overcrowded 
labour force volunteers .in 
articles for a wage whatev_.,^ 

conditions of work, the"* met^>d8 adopted and their conse- 
quences. No scale of values^^o,ther Mmn m^^ney enters into 
the equation. In this manne*-, work has he! n commercialised 
and labour has been deg^Sed into a tommool!^ at the dis- 
posal of the highest’+pwitldr. The employer seeks 
labour at the cheapest rate possible. 


, -fepiH^t^H^tion to produce the 
vCa. may be j;he moral outcome. 


1 obVaul nis 


A slave trader 


f. 


°ants sailors to man his ships to trans- 
port slaves captured^*in the West C'^ast of Africa, to the 
plantations of ^ PJ'.^py planter wraqjs labour 

on his et.tate p:oducing oihim be forced down on 
China. The r.^,';uired labour shou^.d be forthcomin/ ri gard- 


less of any social 
money' wages. 


Sterilised. 


Thus 

'A. 


or 

m 


mora^l. 


cons idi : rati ".-T, * 


than 




)ral values etc., are sought to b 

7 ^ 1*0 

hiV’^'es her baby or cooks f jod fSr her 

children ^she functjoni^* In the yay intended by aatur^K' ifi the 
a - , ' 


When a inoS*> 
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'Economy of Service”. All the return she ifetsVs the joy' 
of seeing; her children well fed and happy- -tukt is her 


“ w:age ” 


\’'-X 





> 

't’fisthereTsaTill 


tho child for ilia sftlary sho gol-i 


plrom there isa till tc^he, “ Economy of Enter- 

prfSo* wlifjfi a wet nurse feeds the baby or a hired cook 

P’-ep-reir the meals.* In either case the mother’s work and 

function has been commercialised. '!^’he wet nurse and the 

( 

derive their •satisfa^ion from ^the amount of money 


jtook derive tneir •satisra^ion irom 'tne amount or money 
.w^fs recived, the good>c\the chilcfren takes a secondary 
place. • 

' %Then we d^cen^ furth er to. tli^ ** Ig^opomy of Preda- 

milk is so»\ght to be substi-S 

^uted iK>t out of n rie ^ecessi ajr but to p^erve the mother’s 
” and the baby is botiie-Wd synthetic miUc. 
Tbe\|jftainitadturev dc^” not*worry about but is only 

cionctynea I to push his aoode ip.. .fee' market, by all forms 
}f cMms ft>r his produf^t ■Ui rjiOn<!ern for the) moti^er’s 


his produf9t 


'figure. ’ 


de ip,'. 'fee' market, by ai 
\ J 3 ipn<!ern for thej 



104 


^SCOmUY OF FERMANENOE 

f 

y 



A child given tirtiAoial fa-ilin? to prcsirvo the vmthor’'i figiiro 

When the extravagant cj^iiip^.pf ly» . v feeds do not 
bear any close relation t*3 facts we go rigfil A"'?:'' to the 
Parasitic Economy” where the profit made is the over-ralinK 
consideration irrespective of any harm that inay'uefali 
the baby. Thus ultimately the nitural funotiDa of the 
mother is sought to hr' performe'*. by various agents for»e, 
money reward. Thut. the dignity ^f work of the mother 
lost along W’itfi../th0 healthy corstituent^ actached to it, all 
that is left baing pure oomniercet which is bought nnd sold 
for money. 


^t one time* Kashmir used to m .lufacture a kind' ' 
1 " ■ Z'-' 

carriage rug with fui t appearance— Yi* mewhat -^h 

towel — ^ere extremely soft arid warm aVd . ceded 

skill in#* making them. \i.'»y also took a long to 

produce -yith the conae^jutnee*? J^at they were comparftively 
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expensive. These gradually fell out of use yielding place 
to mill m^d'e rugs. y 

Once a worker of the Charkha ?Kngh foundysonie poor 
breaking stones for road rrmking. On enquiry he 
discovT^ed thes\ were skilled weavers of this tyye of rugs 
who were specialists in that particular departineift of the art. 
When their product was dislodged they lost their occupation, 
and the world of art the use of their trtiined^faculties. 

By the shifting of the eniphasi'^ from* work to the 
product, skilled \Vorknicn are reduced to stone Vfoakers. Is 
this an ecouoinic anil natural utiIi7.,.Jion^W*»?umai\ faculties ? 
Siicli is the degradation of ^ork cau.yd by the money wage 
system ignoring the^r^al o f^ork. 

• Importation lo.f ni^nufac^red ^warei^ have deprived arti- 
sans of tlie benefit of ennoblirfg work. Earlier we noticed 
how indenprid. ^ |f) ^ngland, woro converted into 

subservient icnl JBriti sh Factories. The imports of the 

products j)f ;.ach factories have diive/i human beings in our 
country to t'onipole with dumb animals for a livelihood. In 
most citfes it is a common sight to see man taking the place 
of bullocks and hor.ses in drawing carts and rickshaws. This 
jJ^fhe counterpart Df the yLabour Saving Devices’* in the 
ina|iptriali:jed countnVs. *^t^ay save labour in England, bu^ 
drives nutn in IMia^to desp^eration to find the wberevfi?hal to 
keeiTbody and soul mgelliOT. What may cause plenty in one 


st^^a-breaker ct\a n^kshaw and thus make 

them lfcomj»et^*<or th^'foddei^f an'Jhals? \ 

^ ^Ve n^ve to tesitore to .pristine gloiW {(s\th« 

of character a.id th.'j|^e- 9 rj(^or of the' '^n human 
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faculties, ^bis can be clone only by releasinp: work from 
fetters il lowing it free scope to function natijiraliy. 

I he 

MaTTjjp eels the ^*iro of work to let him glow witli Ihc 
radiaiK^e o» life. Proplr work will radiate 
to the acti!^al worker^ but to all thc>be aroum^ ^ Wheic> a de- 
voted mother works hard for her children not only doovS she 
find her own happii^ss in it but the whole household comes 
under effect of her loveirand devotion. The children are well 
looked after in body and in mind and they will prow up to 
be sturdy , citizens. A nurse or a housekeeper, however 
efficient, cant, mother in the home 

> 

In tlie same mailer, the ^iie function ot work cannot 
bo performed by the ^ m^^^ey wage. Jnst as 

mother-love cannot be boughlv^or ^lu, the professional inter- 
est in work loses^ much by conanercialization. 

A physician, who takes an intp . so 'J- .n in the patient 
and the disease, and studies every di^uiily, will gain 
much more experience and knowledge than oiie'^ at^nds* 
on his patient for the fees he gets. The former wcJrks because 
he loves the work, the latter practices because of his desire 
for wealth. The first is strictly a professional man while the 
second is but a trader m medicin' 'and so for as he prescri^^s- 
patent medicines he becomes a s'^^lesman of the manufacturers. 
A man may be dying but in a money hasea economy, if he 
has hot the ny'^roy fo -nov the fees of x good phyp-cian he 
will not be givV-^ any attention. Anothe ■ -ir^an •*'ay bn just 
fussy, J)ut if he a fat pur^^e, all ni<idioal _piofe,SN'’or 

will be at his beck’ ay-nd call. , , f •{-' ' 

i f{^> 

In iTiie sai^ie way, % lawyer; who takes & mo'^-al if^eresi 
in his ctFse and deals, with that level is a ’’profpfisi jnal 

mka; vhV. another who ^b’^es*^ I®’' case foV the fees he ^>'|«id 
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is only coinmorrializinq law Tlv-ro I . m^ny ^oHmK 

behind t.ckHv jn«t b.'fan^^o he no*. c<hle <«> Vrodnce thr 
whei’fiwlrnfll to satisfy the voracious appetite 


' . Unfor^nnatelv, every walk of /lift' h:/^' hroir^h^ 

fli'^SM^to Uic laiarket place atnl i*- hely firmly iiiuhV the ^^rip of 
money^conom-Vf so nmch so tliat it is hardly posj-jhle to meet 
with professioualv persons whh a hiiiinn onMook 

In all these cases v/e have ex./miued, the em])h:isis 
has sht/ted from work to svaj:es, and ps there is no (•***‘ahv*- 
factor in wa^es, progress is absent. People d('ph/ro Tnat tin- 
science of riodicipje in onr contitry l^as n^t.-j^)n'idiic(-d anr 
research wry-ker worthy of.nofi<^e. •‘The r?a*son is not far to 


seek. The Tirofession lis lying pracwed on the level ol the 


“Parasitic Econojffv ‘V^Wof - ‘1 Predation,” few indeed 
reacli that of the*“Economy ^ RnterpriseJ^’. The rare ones in 
the “Economy of Gregation’^ dr that of “Service” are hardly 
elective becaif^^>^ ) ^ ^ eno*mj^ns field, and the lack of fi^dlhic^ 
in an organi// y^ashij^.^ 

^ ^v./r dearth of true and hoiie.s*t workers is foft in every 

sphere ^of life. Perhaps it is indispensable m a moucy-ridd^n 
economy where the emphasis has shifted progressively from 

S work to wages and produce. 

If the nature^ of ^ork is properly appreciated and 
applied, ,wiU^ stand fti t?.e same relation to tl^ higher 
faculties as to the physical body. It nourishes and 


la to tn 
:^an a 


enllve-^is thenjgherraian ai^d urges. him toj5ro.duce the-hest he 
is caiJ ir.bl,v^'of. S^liroct^s his freewill along ^-.ihe proper course 
IS'iscipIineS' tiis animal in him into priTgresive channels. It 
ijf.'Tnishfes an excelrnt background f 6/^manto display. bis 
values anyd develop his persoiMity^ 


^.'rnisnes an exceirnt DacKground icr^manto display .his 
set^ o'? vaiues ai ^ ' develop his persoi ^ - - 

> V CciUclusion^ We'ha^i^e^ that theottemp.; at division 
ended i^ ^hiftii} fph\,^phasis. fj^om the function 
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of work* tom fixing it on the produce as far as the owner 
of machine concerned, ond on wages in I’^'gard to the 

workers, me consequence of this has been disa«^’’^us in that 
the most inr^o Ji&nt asptct-the reaction of work op thejwrork^ 
has been lost sight of. ' 

We aloo noticed that in nature the motive for co-opera- 
tion was the self-interest of the worker-the benefit derived 
directly. The honey bee jloes not consider the fertilizing of 
the plunts as its primary duty but concerns itself mainly with 
obtaining nectar and pollen which, from the point of view 
of nature, fill! and undivided wagos» for services 

rendered. ^ ^ 

Division of labour \^s suited^ in subdivision ^^*f 

the benefits derived^ into pr^C^,^ saraiiiTs,* wages, rent, iJitorest 
eio. which has had the effect 9fMepriving the worker of the 
bulk of the fruits of his labour. The. exploiter has stepped 
in and has carried away a large of'S^,,e benefits like 

the wax-moth in a honey c^aib eating away thu^^rodrccS of 
the activity of the bee. \ 

Our analysis leads us to the concl 11*^100 that self-inte- 
rest is the only incentive in nature for creatures to extend 
their co-operation. All efforts to n^ble^ away such benefit^-e 
are contrary to the Economy of tVeraiaaence. and will leau 
to violo^e sooner or later. Socialists, who aK ^ at equitable 
distribution but plan on collecting the p^fifcs jo?ethep, first 
aad then set about .distributing, are golng^ prantrr-^tb^their 
bountiful nature, whi^^ rewards directly. Th^ socialist method - 
also will spell violence ;n the long run. ^ 

PlanpingT^JSaough this is npt the^t^lace tc’corlaiderteres 
detail a proper scheme of Econ^y, yet it * may^si 3 m 

be o^t cif place tO|point out \ge that* no plan centerti^: 


IV* 
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its >.onsu}eration solely on produ^'-ts and wagjs/rf^dl be in 
alignment , with nature. Any plan to answer '^ur purpose 
and to^t eadrt o the achievement of tlie Kconomy of Permanence 
'Will h*ave to bo centred on the fiilclion >r*^wjf:)rk, and be 
t<;^V^ed on^U^tapacity and the na ure of the'^uman being 

for wTjfrwTthe >vork is intended. • 

* ^ • 

* * A fanfib^ad his grains harvostod and stored in his 
barns. Rats made inroads on his stock. Then he considered the 
problem and plaTined his household based •on the ways of 
nature. To keep the rats away he obtained a cat: the very 


nature of a cat being to hunt doyfn the rats, his^fnethod was in 
tl’c natural o ' * ^ 

nd, finals, to 
rtied !• 

•t /.■ ^ 


accordance with tl’c natural ordef!^ feed the cat he 

u 

bought a oow and 
household he martied 
lean* to success. 


Unfortunately^ most^ of the pli 
at present ar')^pro!^ct-cen^i'ed witl 
atter4;i^n pa'i to wag&oT As in^Geri 


, to looM after the cow and the 
►^.^iilich fimctional planning will 

t. ■ > 

Unfortunately; most of the plans tfiat are brought out 

with a certain amount of 
Germany and Russia, such 
wir'*i no doubt produce quick results, hut, they will no 
te lasting, and-in^time will generate violence, as they do no 
follow the way of Permanence. 

^ [ In Part II of tl^is >ook, while^dealing with the question 

arising oat ^f.-^Man in G^gation”, we shall have^casion 
to consider SPyroch to a planned economy as well as 
discuss^ such tubjer ts as JDemocrac:|^,^ (^yemment or* State, 
Trade E;«:sbal!^ ^ Cdmmunication, Natural resources, Edu- 
cation, etc* 1 
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